= 1 NTO THE 
| "By Send to the Glorious can at this 
\ Day deſpiſed) C-4HSE OF CHRIST, in Anſwer to aLetter ſent 
-uprohim{Dared the 16th of the ſame Month ] Wherein the 
E > - following Things are Treated of, (v:z.) 
q po Ihe E1P: TH KINGDOM ſelf, which the God of Heaven ſets 1 Kh 


ia the-latter* 


2: The Ents M- of +he B EAST which 15 to be deſtroyed. 
'3. The Inſtruments that are to. be uſed i deſtroying the one aud erefting the 
#ther. ; with -the way. or maziner how -*\ pag are to 0 be uſd, 
=: : T he Tinte #f the beginning of this Work 
. C Firſts: ore Chriſts Perſonal comn + 
"Secondly, efore the Call of the rh = 
Thirdly, That it is already begun, and hath taken' place in this Na- 
t:0n And'that Cromwel with ho Army, hath Apoſtatized from It and 
that all *the Powers, or Governments that have been ſet up ſince that 
tire, have been, and Pull are upon the. Foundation of the Apoſtacy. 


ſ Sever all of the Particular Evills which che 


Army; and others abetting the Apoſtacy are guilty of. 


Fort: wer SreCONSI DERATI O NS tendered to the Favonrers 
- FCHRIST:S RIGHTEOUS CAUSE, wherein is laid 
; down, their 'dury of Seperation from BABY LON, and 
from all the Parts and Braxches (both in Charch 
 - and State) of the forementioned Apoltacy. 
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184 I <T be y ſhall f ak of the.G lor b; of th 7 K Cingdom, and ralk of 3H y Power. 

x07, 6; M..- Dengpall Je! ſpeaks 1 f you follow onto k ow the Lord. | 
8 pd + 18.3 Omen, * her my People, that 20 -be n0t PO of her ſins, 
| hat rae veces ue not oy "ber Plagnes. Rv 
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| An Fpiſtle written dated the 30% of the 
11th Month 1659. and ſent from Lender into the Countrey, by a Friend 

; | | 

ro the Glorious (though at this day deſpiſed )Cawſe of Chriſt, 

in Anſwer to a Letter ſent up to him, dated * 

the 16th of the ſame Moneth, &c. 


My Deer Brother, 


Hine of the 16th inſtant,] have received,with thy earneſt defires of my 
oiving thee ſome account of my judgment about the matters of the 
Fifth Kingdom; lam glad that any of che Saints are enquiring after 
thoſe glorious Truths that appertain to the exaltation of Z ons King 
\ in the latter days; Ir is no ſmall matrer of grief, that thoſe things which are ſo high 
{ in the Fathers eſteem and purchaſed by Chriſt tis precious blood, ſhould be ſo 
| much deſpiſed and trampled under Foor by the Profeſſors of this Generation and 
that thoſe which own, and witnels for it, ſhould be ſo much reproached, yea dealt 
with as traxſgreſſors, as it is at this day. Burt for my ſelf, I have been through | 
orace made to rejoycezand to count it no ſmall honour, co have my name and re- 
puration offered up yea. buryed with the precious Cauſe of Chriſt, and am 
contented in the hopes of a ſhare in the Reſurre&ion of that Cauſe; Bur that I 
may come ro anſwer thy defires, I fhall lay down two things y way of en- 
Trance. 
Firft, That the Matters of this F:fth Kingdom are very Deep and Myfteri- 
' ous, Mark 4. 11. andthe coming of it, not with obſervation, but a a Thief, 
Lutke 17. 20. 1 Theſ. 5.2. Luke 18. 8. And the Antichriſtian State, ( which 
15 to be oyen ohh and ſo way made for this Fifth Kingdom to take place } 
is very Deep and Myſterious alſo; Ir 1s called the Myſtery of iniquity, 2 Thef.. 
2.7. Rev. 17. $7 
pave bly T bo underſtanding of theſe Myfteries, are not attained by the hu- 
mane Arts, Parts or Witt of Men, no nor by any holineſs or vertne of ours 
| bur 5s a free gift of God, effe&ed by the Leadings and Teachings of his holy 
| Spirit in whomſoever he pleaſerh , Mark 4.11. Joh. 16. 13. Math, 1, 
25, 26. Rev. x7. 3. Chap. 21. 10. Joh. 3. 8. And-as to my ſelf, I have been 
| brought under ſo much ſenſe of my 1gnorance and darkneſs in thoſe deep Myſte- 
| Ties, that I have been ſomerimes aſhamed ro appear in publick to ſpeak of them, 
fearing that I might rather Eclipſe then open thoſe bleſſed rrurhs , yer I dare nor 
ſay that I have been left withour a meaſure of the leadings of the Spirit in theſe 
things, but it hath been in ſuch untrodden paths, and attended with ſuch grear 
difficulties both from within, and from not only rhe World, but many of my dear 
friends (whom for holineſs and underſtanding I have preferred above many ) thar 
I have been ready to ſay with Jo/:a Chap, 7. 7. Wonld to God I had been content, 
ard dwelt on the ether fide ; Andwaith Jeremiah Chap. 15. x0. Wo i me my Ao- 
| A 2 the; 
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ther, that thou haſt borne me a Man of ſtrife Dy a man of contention ts the whole 
_ 3 Bur I date not allow my ſelf in ſuch Complaints , leaſt I ſhould offend the - | 
Lord, | : 
Though my darkneſs and weakneſs would diſcourage me in this undertakigg, yer | 
the conſideration of the many falſe reports and miltakes that have been, and (till | 
are among the Churches about thoſe Principles, which botk my ſelf and divers 
others have been helped to own in' this evil day and the conſideration of the ma- 
ny ttumbling-blocks rhar hath been by thoſe reports caſt in the way of ſeveral of 
the Lords Childrenand the endeavours to poſleſs them with prejudice againſt the | 
Righteous Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt, doth help me over all the diſcouragements to | 
preſent unto thee (not only for thy ſelf, buc the reſt of my dear friends with thee) 
in all plainneſs, what my underſtanding is 3 
"Firſt, Of the Fifth Kingdomir ſelf. 
Secondly, of the K:ngdom of the Beaſt, which is to be deſtroyed. .\ | 
Thirdly, Of the [»ſtraments, with the Way or Manner of the deſtroying the | 
one, and ſetting up of the other. 
Fourthly, Of the Te that it is to be begun, viz. 
Fitſt, Beſore Chriſts Perſonal comming. 
Secondly, Thar it muſt be before the Call of the Jewes. 
Thirdly, Thar it is already begun, and hath taken place in this Nation, and | 
that Cromwell with the Army, have ApoſRatized from that Fork, and all the Pow- 
ers that have been up in this Nationfince that time, have been, and ftill are upon }| 
the foundation of the Apoſtacy, ns is 
To the firſt;to wit,ef the fifth Kingdom ic ſelf; I ſhall lay down this general Aſ-'J 
ſertion, T hat there is an outward viſible Kingdom of the Father, which ts given to 
C briſt the Son, and 15 to take place over the whole world, Some of the Scriptures || | 
upon which my ſatisfaction is grounded in this truth are, « Mat. 6. 10. Thy | \ 
Kingdom come, which word muſt needs be underſtood of this vifible Kingdom. | ; 
Firſt, from the words-that are joyned to it, viz, That the ll of God mrght be 
done in Earth as it 1511 Heaven, Which cannot ſo be till that Fifth Kingdom be | | 
ſet up over the K:ngdoms of this World. | 
\ Secondly, This word T by Kingdom come, &c. cannot be meant of Gods pro- || | 
vidential Kingdom mentioned Daz, 4. 25. that having been in the world from 
the beginning + Neither can it: be underſtood of rhe Kingdom of the Goſpel of || . 
Grace, becaufe1t is aPrayer to be made even whileſt that K:-gdom is in being : | .. 
Neither can it be reſttained to the Spiritzall Kingdom that 1s within the Saints, 
becauſe rhoſe that truly pray this Prayer (being Children) do already 1injoy that 
K1ngdom.: Neither can it be reſtrained to the Kingdomof Heaven in the ulti- || : 
mat Glory, becauſe that is not to come to the Saints , bur they are to go or be | ; 
raken up tO it : therefore ſeeing it cannor be taken in either of theſe four ſences, || - 
and there being no other Kingdom of God that I read of, bur the forementioned || : 
vihble K:gdom, this word mult be referred to ir, 
The ſecond Scripture is Luke 21. 31. V hen you ſee theſe things come to paſſe, || | 
K new je that the Kingdom of Gol is mgh at hand. By theſe things, is meant the || | 
Sjons of £32 [arter Gay, or of Chrifts ſecond comming ; and this X:mgdom being | 4 
| nigh 
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nigh at hand, when the latter day fignes are upon us, muſt needs be underſtood of 
this fifth Kingdom, which they have ſpecial relation to. and is known to be nigh 
ar hand by them, iy ; 

The third Scripture is Dar. 2. 44. And in the dayes of thoſe Kings, ſhall the 
Gol of Heaven ſet up a Kingdom, &c, This compared with Chap. 7. 14, muſt 
be nnderſtoed of this viſible K:2gdem. | ; 

The fourth Scripture1s Dar. .7. 27. And the greAtneſs of the Kingdom under 
the whole Heaven, ſhall be grvento the people of j 6 Saints of the Moſt Hi oh, &c., 
and all Dominions ſhall ſerve and obey him. This compared with Kev.rt. 15. The 
Kingdoms of this world are become the Kingdoms of our Lord, &c. mult needs re- 
fer to this viſible Kingdom, which hath the Authority, Power, and Rule, in and 
over the whole World, 

Firft, It 1s called the Fathers K:ngdopmn, as it 1s Originally from him who is the 
Creator, Former, and Diſpoſer of all things. Ti 

21/y, As he doth in a ſpecial Manner erect or ſet up this Kingdom, The Gol of 
Heaver: ſhall ſet it ap, Dan. 2. 44. ; 

3/y. As he is the Donor or Giver of it to the Sov, Luke 1. 32, The Lord 
God ſhall give him the Throne, &c. _ + 6 

This Kingdom alſo belongs to. Chr:/# the Son. | CI ug 

Firſt, As he is the Sor of Gol, and ſo the true Heir, Heb. 1. 2. Pſal. 2, 7,8. 
: Secondly, As he 1s, the: Son of Man, the true Sox of David, the ſeed of. Abra- 
am. TOE 
. 1. As hes the Son of Man, John 5. 27. He hath Authority to execute Jado- 
ment, becauſe he 15 the Son of Man. _ APD Tm OS GH 

. 2. As heis the true Son of David, Lnke 1. 32.69. The Lord God ſhall give 
him the Throne of his Father David. ſo Atts 2,30. Of the Fruit of his Loynes ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, God hath ſworn with an Oath, that he would raiſe up Chriſt 
to fit on his Throne. | LS, | 

3. As he is the Seed of Abraham, Gen. 22, 17, 18. Thy Seed ſhall poſſeſs the 
Gate of his Enemies; By Seed is meant Chriſt, Gal. 3.16. and by poſſeſſing the 
Gatezis to be underftood, of poſſefling the Government, and execution of Judg- 
ment, Amos 5, 10, 12. 15. Zech. 8. 16. | 

Thicdly, lr is Chriſts Right by Promiſe, 1a. 9.7. and by Covenant and Oath, 
P[a. 89. 28, 29. 34, 35, 36. Atts 2.30. and by the Anointing, Iſa, it. 2. 
Pſ[a.$9.27.20, And by pecukir choyſe, Pſa. 89.19. 1/4. 42.1.. compared with 
Matth. 12.18, And by Decree, Pſa. 2. 7. _ | 

Fourthly, Ir is Chriſts by the fre2 gift of the Father, Pſal. 2. 8, 1 will grve 
thee the Heathen for thine inheritance, aud the uttermoſt parts of the Earth for thy 
poſſeſſion, Luke 1. 32. The Lord. God ſhall grue unto bims the T hrone,” &c. Dan. 
7. 14. T here was grven him Dominion, &c. Matth. 28. 18. All power 25s given 
uato me in Heaven an1 in Earth, &C. | 4 

Fifthly, It is Chriſts by deſert and purchaſe upon the. account of -his ſuffering, 
Rev. 5.12; 13. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receige Power, &c. la. 53. 
12, Becauſe he hath ponred out his ſoul unto death,&c. The Lord will divide him 
a portioa with the Great, and he ſhall divide the ſpoyl with the ſtrong, G 

Stxthly, _ 


[ 

Sixthly, Ir is Chrifſts in anſyer: to the "M end of Creation Col. x. 16. All 
things were created for him, ſo Pſal. 8: 6. Compare Heb, 2.5,6,7,%, The World 
to come 1S pur in ſubze&ion to Chriſt as may appear from Verſe the 5rb. This 
World to come, mult needs be undeiftood of che Fifth Kingdom, which belongs 
unto, and 1s put under Chriſt the Son, Eph. 1.212, 22. This world to come can- 
not be underſtood of the Ultimate Glory in Heaven, becauſe that State is not to 
be put #der Chriſt as the Son, bur, as Son, he himſelf muſt become ſubjeR in it, 
1Cor, T5. 28. But this #r/d to come, 1s noted in an- eſpeciall manner to be un- 
der Chriſts Feet, and this is that State, or Werld to come, in which there ſhall be 
forgiveneſs, or blottirg out of ſin, as is clearly implyed from {Matth. 12, 32, 
which compared with Ms 3. 19. That your ſins may be blotted out when the time 
of refreſhing (hall come from the preſence of the Lord, and he (hall ſend Jeſus, &c. 
doth clearly demonſrare the World to come, to be this fifth Kingdom. 

Laſtly, Its and ſhall be Chrifts by Conqueſt, Rev. 17. 14. The Lamb ſhall 


overcome them, &c, Comp, Chap. 6. 2. and upon theſe grounds, this frfth King- | 
dom being Chriſts he is called King of Nations, Jer. 10, 7. Prixce of Peace, Ila. | 


9. 6. And the Prince of the K ings of the Earth, Rev. 1. 5. And King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, Rev. 17. 14. Chap. 19. 16. The bleſſed and only Potentate, 


1 T1. 6. 15. with divers ſuch like Titles, which in the Scriptures of truth are * 


 #rvento him. - 


The next thing that I would ſpeak to is,T hat this fifth Kingdom 15 outward and ; 


v1ſible, as well as glorious and ſpiritual. 


Firſt, From the time and manner of its riſing, mentioned Das. 2. $4: T bou 7 

at. have been 2? 
ſeen as well before the mage was as after, but the Store, or Kingdom doth not | 
appear till afrer the Image 1s ſeen, and then appears as yihible as the mage, which Y} 
Image holdeth forth the four great Kingdoms, or Monarchies of the World which Þ 
have been and are viſible in their times. Now the Stoze, being as viſible as the 3 


ſameſt till that a Stone was cut out, &c, If it wete onl; ſpiricual, ic right 


Image, and not ſeen till ſome time after the [mage was ſeen, it mult needs be a * 


| 


S 


viſible X:»gdoms and nor the ſpiritual and inviſible Kingdoms, which was in being i 


tong before the Image appeared. 


Secondly, It muſt be outward and viſible if we conſider the work that this ; 
it ſz»ites and breaks the Image, Dan. 2. 34. 44. Winch com- | 
wich other Scriptures will appear to be an outward viſible breaking, as Daz, 


K _—_— 15to do, 
pare 


7.18. 26, Rev. 17.14, The ten Hornes, or ten Toes mags war with the 


Lamb, and the L amb ſhall overcome them. Now, if the Work be an outward and 


viſible ſmiting, the Stoze or Kingdoms muſt needs be viſible alſo, 


Thirdly,The Rule or Dominion of this Kingaars is taken from, & filleth up the ; 
. 7 be Stone became a great Mountain, | 


room of the fourth Kingdoxs, Dan. 2. 35 | 
and filled the whole Earth,ſo Dan. 5.17,18. The four Beats are four Kings, which 
are the four great Monarchies, but the Saints ſhall takes the Kingdom, See veric 
26. they ſhall takg away his Dominion, & in verie 27. The Kingdom under he 
whole Heaven ſhall be given tothe Saints, &c; Now the fourth Kingdom being 
viſible, this fifth Kingdoms that fills up rhe room of the fourth mult needs be vil 
ble alſo. 


Fourrhly, 


#* 


L 5 

Fourthly, The Throne of this K DRL the Throne of David, Luke-1. 32. 
which is an outward viſible Throne 3 and in Rev. 3.21. there are two Thrones 
mentioned, one is called, the Fathers Throne, being rhe Throne where Chriſt now 
is, the other Chriſt calls his own Throze, which is the Throze of his Father Da- 
vid, wherefore the Throne beirg viſible, the Ringdom rault likewiſe be viſible. 

Fifthly, The Lawes, Government, and Governonrs under Chriſt, are outward 
and viſible, and take place upon the Bodtes, Lives, Liberties and Eſtates of men, 
Ezra 7.26. the Scriptures which are outward and viſible, are the Lawes, which 
God the only Law-gver ( Iſa.33.22, James 4.12. )hath left, Exod. 18.16. Neh. 
9.13. Eſther 3.8. Pſal. 119. 9. Deut. 4. 5, 6,7,8. 2. Tim. 3. 16,17. Dent. 
17. 18. 19.20, 2 Kings 11,12. The viſible Saints are to be the vihble Gover- 
xogrs under Chriſt the King, Pſa. 45.16. 1 Cor. 6. 2. Iſa. 14. 2. Chap. 32. 1. 
Pſa.49.14.Dan.7.18.22.27. 2 T11.2.12. Rev.2,26,27,Chap. 3.21. Chap. 5.10. 
C hap.20. 4. 6. Jer.30. 21. Theſe things being viGble the Kingdom muſt needs be 
viſible alſo; and thus much to the firſt particular of the fifth K:ngdozy it ſelf. 

The Second thing which I propounded to ſpeak to,is the K nds of the Beaſt, 
and inthe entering upon that, Conſider in the firſt place rhe Image fpoken of in 
Dan. 2. 31 32. which [mage doth comprehend and hold forth the four great 
Monarchies, which were to take place and have their time in the world, and they 
are deſcrihed in Da®.7. 3. by four great Beaſts, and the three laſt of theſe four 
Monarchies are deſcribed in Dv. 8. the firſt by a Rams, the Second by a Hee- 
Goate, the laſt, which is the fourth Monarchy, by a /ietle Horn, which are alſo 
ſpoken of Dar. 11. 

The firſt of theſe four Monarchies was that of the Chaldees, Das. 2. 38. He 
was that Head of Gold, and had his beginning as a part of the Image abour the 
year 3362 fromthe Creation, and continued rill abour rhe year 3422, in all abour 
60 years. | 

The ſecond Monarchy was that of the £Medes and Perſians, which Dan. 2. 32. 
isthe Breaſt and Arms xl Silver, and took place of the Chaldees, Dan. 5. 30, 
75 and continued till about the year 3620, in all abour x98 years. 

The third Monarchy was that of the Grecians, which Dar.2.32. is ſet forth by 
the Belly and Thighs of Braſſe, and in Dan, 8 21. by the rough Goate, which is 
there called, the K:ng of Gracia, and ſucceeds the Medes and Perſians, Which is 
ſer forth by tke Ram with two Horns, verſe 20, This Monarchy of the Grecians, 
continued rill abour the year 3902 in all abour 282 years. 

The fourth Monarchy was that cf the Romans, which in Daz. 2.33. is ſet forth 
by the Leggs of Iron, and Feet part of Iron and part of Clay; and by the little 


Horn, (in Das. $. 9. 11. 12.) which takes away the daily ſacrifice, and caſts 


down the trmh, And by the v1/d perſon in Das. 11. 21. which in vetſe 31. takes 
away the daily ſacrifice, and ſets up the abomination that maketh deſolate 3 This 
Monarchy took place as part of the mage in Day. 2. abour forty two years before 
the Birth of Chr:f# and was divided into two parts,' which I underſtand co be 
neld forth by the two Leggs of the Image, and continued in its Pagan or Hea- 
theniſh State till about 360 years after Chriſt before it was interrupred by and 
mixed with the Jan of Sin, or Antichriſtian State. 

To 
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710 the firfkehree Morarihres and the firſt part of the fourth I ſhall fa; lictle, 
bur ſpecially inſilt upon che-Latter part'of the tourth or Rexxax Monarchy it being 
rhe laſt part, of the [mage,: and the: onely part . which doth at this day: remain 
intheyworld. ' Wt y 5::1-2I | 

Firſt it 1s evident that the Romar Monarchy is of two ſorts, the firlt 
is held forth by the Leggs oſ- Iron 3 The ſecond by the feet, and toes of 
Tron and clay, Damel 2, 33. and in Damel 7. The firlt part of it is held 
forth by the fourth Beaſt with the te» Horns and the other by the /:ttle 
Horn ; In Revel. 12,3. The firſt part of the Aonarchy is held forth by the 
Red Dragon with ſeven heads and ten Horns , and ſeven Crownes upon his 
heads ; '1he ſecond part in Revel. 13.1. 1s held forth by a Beaſt that riſeth out of 
the Sea. with ſeven Hea1s aud ten Horns, aud upon his Horns ten Crownes and 
aSin verſe the fifth, 25 to continue forty and two Moneths, By the ten Horns I un- 
derſand the ter Kings or Kingdoms in Europe which had their dependance upon 
the Reman Empire, and are called in Dan. 7. 24. Ten Kings and ſo in Rev.r7. 
12. And. by. the [evex Heads I underſtand the ſeven Provinces that had their de- 
pendance upon the Remas Empire, and before the riſe of the Arntichriſtian ſtate, 
che Crowns or the Power and Glory of the Government were upon the ſeven 
Heads or Provinces 3 And the Horns were as ſervants under the Emperour that | 

* bad recerved no Kingdoms till the Antichriſtian Beaſt came up Revel. 17.12. but 

- at his coming up they receive power as Kings one hour with him, and thenthe 
Crowns are upon the Horns 5 and anſwers LO Revel. I3. TI. dittinguiſhed from 
Revel.12.3. 

The firſt-part of this 'Romare ſtate was a lawful Power and to be obeyed as an * 
Ordina«ce of God and the Lotd Chrilt Mat:17.27. payes Tribute to them , and 
Chap.22.21. commands to-redey to Cafar the things that are Caeſars, &c. And 
the Apoſtle ſaith Rom. 13. 1.the Powers that are , (peaking of them that were 
then in being are ordained of God,and giveth ſpecial charge to the Saints to obey 
chem, Titzs 3..1. And the Spirit of the Lord in the Apoſtles foreſeeing thar the 
Man of ſin would get-up to the Throne,by ſpeaking evi/ of D:gmties and deſpiſing 
Dominion as Pet.2. 10. Compare . Jude 8. Rebelling againſt, yea caſting down 
the C:vil-Powers that; ſo'himſelf might. obtain the .7hroze to Reign both over 
Charch and State,which he did at length accompliſh , the Spirit (I ſay ) foreſee- 
ing this,doth forewarn-the Saints and - charge them to be obedient ro MMag:ſtrates 
with many cautions and Exhortations Which ſtand in force to all true Magiſtrates 
co rhe ember the vated: 7G oa I TE 104 Hef} i IM 

The ſecond part of this Rowan State is from Sathar, and riſeth out of of the * 
Bottomleſſe Pit, as Rev. 13:.2. Chap. 17. 8. and is Aztchriſtian, and there- 
fore it is a great {in to.own:lt as the Qrdinazce of God, it being wicked and ſinful 
not onely.in its Reign qr.exerciſe of Power, but in its very Riſe and Fonndation,, 
and t9.0wn it. as Gods Qrdinance,would be to charge him as the Author of fin, 
and to {et up the, Man of ſins end Hyſftery of iniquity as Gods -..Ordinance, and 
choſe that ſo do may be found equally-gwlty-with. rhoſe.rhat at this day cry up 
the Miniſtry of Amichriſt. as the Qrdinance and 24:arſiry of Chriſt, and all 
that will not allow them this and therein fall down to them are cnarged as we 
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acainſt 1:-1ſtry, but many will now grant that the Aztichriftian Miniſtry ace 
ſinful , and Amntichri/t:an both in their Riſe and Foundation , and to own themi 
as the Mimſtry of Chriſt would be a very great evil , and why not the fame in 
the Antichriſtian Magiſtracy. | 

The Aflertion that I thall lay down in this particular about the Kingdom of 
the Beaſt , 1s, T hat there is an Antichriſtian Beaſt, or a wicked Power that 
riſeth ont of the Bottomleſs pit, ad i permitted by the Lord to take place inthe 
"world in the latter part of the Image Government, 16:43 

1. This Beaſt , is-deſcribed Dar.7. 5. by a Little Horn, and in verſe the 11. 
It is called the Beaſt, This Horn or Beaſt 1s the laſt part of the Image Goverx- 
ment, and that which is tobe raken away and deſtroyed by the Saints , after the 
jndgement ſits as in verſe. 26; and inverſe 24. another ſhall ariſe after the tex 
Horns 1n the firſt or Pagan State withour the Crowns as Revel.x 2.3. And al- 
rhough there are bur. three of the Horns or Kings ſnbdued or brought down. by 
the force and Power of this Lirrle' Hor», yer by the fair words, Hattery and 
oreat proffers made by him to the rett of them (ro wit) that he Would Crows and 
make them free ſtates if they will ſtand by him, they all. at laſt fall in' and re- 
cerve Power as Kings one hour with him, Revel. 17.13. and ſo this Ho## of laſt 
| Beaſt comes to have the tex Horns upon him with the Crowns upon them. 

-2. This laſt parr of the Roman State,mentioned Rev. 27.8. & chap. 1 1.7. is de- 
ſcribed by a. Beaſ# that aſcendeth owt of the bottomleſs pit, and 18 the ſame with the 
Litle Horn before mentioned,and 1s diftinguiſhed from the firſt part of the Roman 
State, Firſt in 1ts R:ſe,it comes from the Bottomleſs pit; Secondly by his carrying 
the Where or Antichriſtian Church, Rev.17.3.7. Thirdly by the time of his Rerg 
which is forty and two Moneths,and agrees with the time of the witneſſes pro phe 
ſying in ſackcloth, Revel.11.3.and with the time of the Woman or Churches be- 
ing :» the wilderneſs, Rev, 12.6; Fourthly, by the Crowns being uporr his Horns, 
which in the Firſt Stare were upon the Heads compare Revel.r3.1.,vith Rev.12. 
3. Fifthly by his Horns making War with the Lamb and being overcome by him, 
Revel.17.14. Laſtly by tis going into perdition, Revel..t7.14.8. 

Thar this Beaſt which Afcends from the bottomleſs pit is the ſam2 with the 
Little Horn in Dan.7. conſider, Firſt, rhis Beaſt 1s the laſt part of che Image 
Government and ſo is the Horn ; Secondly this Beaſt ſets himſelf againſt God m 
great words and blaſphemy , ſo doth the Horn, Revel: 13.6. Compare with 

Dans. .20.25.. Thirdly this Beaſt hath Power to-make War with the Saints aud 
for 'a time to overcome them , ſo hath the Horn, Revel. 13.7. Cotnpare ich 

Dan.7.21.25. Fourthly this Beaſt and lis Horas are overcome and have their 

Power taken away 'by the Lamb and they that are on. his ſide , which 

mult be the Lamb by his Spirit 1n the Saints (for it cannot be thought that if rhe 

ten Horns {hould be in being when Chriſt comes in perſon, they ſhould beabſe ro 
begin or make Har with him) the Sazzts do alfo rake away to deſtroy and conjume, 
the Power of the Little Horn, Revel.17.14.Compare Dan. 7. 25.3. Fifchly this 

Beaſt goeth into perditon, or to Hell, So the Horn is given to the burning flame, 

Rev.17.8. Compare with Dan.7.11. 
Thirdly this Beaſt or Horn before mentioned, is defcribed in Dan. 2.41, by the 
Feet and Toes of the Image which appeats to be the ſame with the Heap, or 

=_ > Horn, 
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Horn , Firſt as it 15 the laſt part of the Hens Government; Secondly the Toes 
agrees ith the Horns of chis Beaſt in Revel. 17. 12. Thirdly the Beaſt or 
Horn , is deſtroyed by the Saints or by-Chrilt in them 3; The feet and toes of the 
Image are {mitten an1 broken by the f2ne, Dan. 2. 34, which fone mult eicher b2 
the world or Chriſt in perſon , or Chriſt by his Spirit in his Saints 3 It cannoc be 
meant of the world , firſt, becauſe it 1s the K1-g4om, that in a peculiar mann2c 
1s ſet up by the God of Heaven as in verſe 44. F econdly becauſe it breaks down 
the worldly Government and fills the whole E arth,31y.Becauſe it is cut out without 
hands, (to wit) without worldly Powers, or the mighr of Man ; In the next 
place, it cannot be Chriſt in Perſon , Furſt becauſe Chr:ſt is not cut out of the 
79#%tainz Whether the monntary be underftood of the Church or world, for it 
muſt be one ot them 3; Secoxaly the Ftoze doth the work, gradually, bur Chriſts 
coming will be on a ſuddain as the Lightning that will etfeC his work, at once ; 
Thirdly Chriſt is no where called a K:»gdom, But this fore is ſo called verſ. 44: 
Foxrthly this ſtone is not cat out or ſeen till the laſt part of the mage Govern- 
ment appears , thou ſaweſt till that a ſtone was cut out verſe 34. Burit Chriſt in 
Perſon were cat out of the mountain, it muſt be long before the feet of the Image 
was in being , nov ſeeing this ffoxe cannot be underſtood of the world, or of 
Chriſt in Perſon, it mult needs be Chri/t by his Spirit in the Saznts which 
Zech.12.3. are called a Burthex/ome ſtone , and ſo is the ſame with the Saints 
chat deſtroy the Beaft and the Little Horn,  _ TOI 

Fourrhly , This Horn, Beaſt, or feet of the Image, ts the ſame with that {az 
0 f ſin,S 07 of perdition, 4 '"ſtery of iniquit 'Y) -and that Wicked mentioned 2 T bef. «2, 
3.7.8. Firſt this 92a» of ſin agrees \vith Aztichriſt or the Beaſt in its riſe , the 
Beaſt riſeth through the change bf the Koman Empire from 1ts Pagan State or 
rather through the ruine of it as Rev. 13.2. The Dragon gave him his Power,&c. 


By the Dragor I underſtand the Devi/, who Reigned by his Spirit in the wicked. 


Pagan Emperours , who though their Aathority was an Ordinance of Gol , as 
Rom.13.1. 2.yet they were {wayed by the Dev:/ to abuſe their Power and turn 1t 
againſt the Lord and his fa:thful followers; a Cloud of witneſles to this, we have 
from the tex firſt Perſecutions carryed on by the Pagan Emperours , in which the 
Dewi! did appear like a Dragon, but wherr Antichriſt comes up, the Devil or 
Dragos quits his hold of the Pagan State, having a more ſubtile way to carry on 
Ms work under a pretence of Chriſtianity by this laſt Beaſt, he readily gives to 
this Beaſt his Power, Seat, and great Authority, and upon this the Pagan State 
falls, and therein him that did let, 2 Theſ.2.7. was removed out of th: way, and 
ſo the wicked comes to be revealed or made viſible to be the Antichriſt. 


Secondly, the Beaſt and the wicked, or Man of ſia agrees in their Rerzgn, or ex- | 


e:ciſ2 of Power, both ſettings themſelves againſt God, appearing with Power, 
Signes, and Lying Honders, 2 Theſ. 2.4.9. 10, comp. Rev. 13. 5, 6. 13. 14- 
alſo with Dar. 7. 25. 

Thirdly,this Afar of $12 is the laſt Power upon Earth that precedes the comzng, 


and Kingdom of Chriſt, whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the Spirit of his mouth 


and deſtroy with the brightne[sof his comming, 2 Thel. 2.8. By the Spirit of bus 
: Month, 1 underſtand the Am9i-ting, which being given down thorough the word 
of the Lord upon the Saints, is called, the Spirit of his Momth, by which the 
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Antichriſtian Powey ts to be con{umed, and ſo agrees with the breaking work of the 
Stone in Dan. 2. and with the Sarats raking away and conſumrrg the Power of the 
little Horn in Dan. 7. and that the Feer of the Image, the /tttle Horn, and the 
Beaſt that comes from the Bottomleſs Pit are the latt parr of rhe [mage Govers- 
ment and [tends next to Chriſts Kingdom, hath been already cleared, 

Fourthly, They agree in their ruine or deftruftion, as to 7 196, [nſtramerts, and 
the Place into which they are Caſt 3 this man of ſi, is called the So» of Perdiut- 
on, Which doth nor only denote his helliſh Xe, and Rergn, bur alſo that be mult 
go into Perdition or Hell, the Beaſt alſo goeth into Perdition, or Hell, The 
man of ſin or «Little Horn is alſo given 10 the burning flame, 2 Thel.2. 3. Comp. 


_ with Rev.17.8. and Dan.7.11. oat they agree as to 17e and [nſtruments hath 


been already ſhewed, in theſe and ſeveral other particulars (which for brevity 
ſake I ſhall nor infiſt upon) Thus the feer and toes of the Image Dan. 2. The Little 
Horn, Dan.7. The Beaſt, Rev.17. The Man of fin, 2 Thei. 2, Co agree and ax- 
pear to be one and the ſame though given under various Names, and Titles, and 
the comparing of them may through the bletſing of the Lord help to a very &ll 
and clear deſcription of the Antichriſt that was ro come and take place in the 
wond in the /atter day ; onely this is to be noted, that the Sprr:t in deſcribing 
Antichriſt inthe tour forementioned places, doth ſomerimes mfilt chiefly upon 
the C:21/ or Beaſtly Power, and ſometime doth take in-and infiſt upon both 
the Civil, and Eccleſiaſtical or falſe Church part as they are rywiſfted together ; 
As in the feet of [ren, and Clay, and the Man of Sin revealed , when he who did 
let ſhould be taken out of the way , but I ſhall ſpeak more to that in the next par- 
ticular, | | 
- The next thing I ſhall lay down and endeavour to clear is, T hat the Antichriſt, 
or laſt part of the Image Government doth conſiſt, or 1s made up of two ſorts, ta wit, 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, both twiſted or mixed together, the Magiſterial, or Civil 
Government being united to and involved in the Eccleſiaſtical or falſe Church 
State. | 
"This appears, Firſt, From the Feet, and Toes of the Image that are of Tron 
mxedwith Clay, Dan. 2.4t. by the Iron T underſtand the Civil State as Verſe 
33. The Roman Power in its Civil Sate, is ſet forth by Iro» Leggs3 and by Clay, 
I underſtand the ea»thy falſe Church, which is ſer- forth by a Beaſt coming up out 
of the Earth, Rev. 13.11. The Civil Power eſpouſing and joyning in aſinicy with 
the Where, ſhe being not of God but brought forth 'by Man, or rather by the 
Devil in man, is called the ſeed of Men, Dan.-2, 43. This Eſpouſal,or joyning in 
affinity, I underſtand to be the mingling with the.ſeed of Men, and by this ming- 
ling the /mperial Power was not ſtrengthned, but indeed weakened, as Verſe 42. 
The falſe Church may alſo upon ſeveral other accounts, be fitly ſer forth by Clay, 
as 1n its Riſe, Brittleneſs, Foulneſs, and its Nature of cleaving or ſtickz»g to othe: 
things that comes nigh unto it; Lf Th | 
"This may appear, Secondly, From the revealing of the wicked, by removing of 
him-that did let (which:was as underſtand the Rowan Emperonr) out of the way, 
2 Theſ.2.7. 8. Him that did let, ruſt either be Ge4; or the Devil, or Man, 
It could not be God, becauſe, him that did let,yas to be removed out of the Wl 
OR B 2 - which 
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wich would be blaſphemy in any.to refer ro God, - Secondly,It could not be the 
Devil, for he rhat aid let,appears to Rand 1n the way to hinder the Devils King- 
dom taking place, which would be Satan againſt Satan, or a Kingdom divided 
againſt it ſelf, Mark 3.23.24.26, and if ir can be neither God nor Sata», then 
it muſt be 14a, and can be referred to no other Man but the Roman F mperour 
who in the exerciſe of his C:ivi/ or Heathemſh Power, did for ſome hundreds 
of years after Panls dayes hinder the 1yſtery of imquity appearing in the falſe 
Church from coming to his defired Throne; Th: Biſhops of Rome grew very 
high and ſought long to ger the Seat of C:vil Judicatory over the State, as they 
had over the Charch, but they could not obrain the 7 hroxe, till the Emperony 
was brought down to their foor and (as to his /mperial Power ) was taken out 
of the way,and when this was effected Arntichrift alſunied the T hroxe,and ſo the 
wicked came to be revealed; who though he had the Eccleſiaſtical Seat before, 
yet was not ſo revealed to be that wicked mentioned 2 T he, 2.8. till he gor the 
Civil Seat alſo, and this doth further clear, that the wicked Antichriſt in his 
Throne muſt be made up of C :1l,and Eccleſiaſtical Power, 

Thirdly , This may further appear by the rwo Beaſts mentioned, Revel. 13. 
the firſt comes out of the Sea, verſe x. which I underſtand tobe the Civil Ro#par: 
Power in 1ts laſt State that riſeth by the Revellzons,and Sea-like rageing tumults 
of the people, being encouraged and promoted by Sathar in the falſe Church, 
(though not yet mounted upon the Beaſt; ; By theſe tamnlts, the Rowan Power, 
in its Pagaz or Heatheniſh and firſt State (that was very glorious before) comes 
to be walted and at laſt deſtroyed, and ſo the Power brought under the Beaſt that 
comes out of the Sea, and the Dewi/ or Dragon, being very willing to make a 
change of the Power from the Pagan State, that he might Mount the Whore 
readily gives his Power, Seat, and great Authority to this Beaſk, The Seeond 
Beaſt is mentioned in verſe the 17. of this 13. Chapter and deſcribed as coming 
up out of the Farth, and in verſe 12. is ſaid to e:verc:ſe all the Power of the Firſt 
Beaft (to wit the Beaſt that comes our of the Sea) and verſ. 13. 14. doth great 
Wonders, and worketh Adracles before him, &c. and is called the falſe Prophet, 
Revel. 19.20. This Beaſt muſt be underſtood of the falſe Church which cometh 
-not from Heaven as doth the true C hurch, but from Earth or Hell, and in his 
firſt appearance his Hers or Power, are like a Lamb verſe 11. or like Chriſt, for 
ſo this falſe Church would be accounted, bur his words are like the devil, he 
ſpake as a Dragon verſe 113 and this falſe Church joyning her ſelf to, and riding 
upon the Beaſt comes to ſway or exetcite the C:i1l Power,and ſo is ſaid verf. 12. 
LO exerciſe all the Power of the firſt Beat, not that the firſt Beaſt is deſtroyed,for 
this Whore cauſeth:him to be worſhipped and doth great things before him v.12. 
14. Since the falſe Charch hath been mixed with, and mounted upon the c:vi/ 
Pewer,(for her own ends,) ſhe cryes up this wicked Beast, as the Ordinance of 
(od, though in truth ir comes from the Dev1/ , yea.and the can bring Scripture 
(though abuſed and wrefted ). as the Dew did to Chr:5+, and crys up obedience 
10 1t,condemning all that vill nor. fall down tothe .Bea#F, as being thoſe that drſ- 
obey Magiftrates, deſpiſe Donnnon,aud [peak evil af- drgmties,which Scriptures 
indeed were ſpoken of, and much fulfilled by this falſe Charch till this Beat on 
 v:2:ich ſhe rices came up. | Fourthly, 
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2 Fourthly, The mixture of this Amzichriſtian State may further appear by the 
| Beaſt, and the Y/ Y hore mentioned, Rev. 17, The Beaſt that was 4d 15 not and yet 
is, verſe 8, holds forth rhe C:v:il Power in its two fold State 3 Firſt, In its Pagan 
$5:ate, before the viſible riſe of Antichriſt, Secondly, In its Antichriſtian State, 
] when ic carzies-the Y, hore; The Beast that was,which word was, reſpetts him in 
1 che olory of the Pagas State, in winch he was a Bea#, and like a Beaſt rather then 
1 like a Manhe carried ic in the tex hrit Perſecautions,and this word, Is not, reſpects 
him in his Anuchriftian State as carrying the YYhore, which was nor in being in 
Johas daies who was the Penman of tas word; And this word, ad yet zs, reſpets 
the Pagan State which: was in being in Johzs day ; And this word ſhall aſcend 
| ont of the bottomleſs pit, reſpe&ts his Antichriſtian State which comes from Hell, 
and 1n this Stare, Lunderſtand he 1s called the ezghth Head, ver. 11; The other 
Seven Heads being brought down for,and their Poiyer divolved upon th's Bea#t, 
 he1s called thee:ghth,and yer 1s ſaid to be of the Severth,and theten Horns ver. 
| 12, receive Power as K:ngs one hour with him, being all thereby fitred for, and 
engaced to Mount the PY hore; The Y/ hore,ver.r, holds forth the falſe Church, 
| that would be counted the ſpouſe of Chris, but commits whoredom with Tdolls, 
| and formcation with the Kings of the earth, and 15 not built 'upon Chri# as the 
| foundation, Bur verſe 15. ſitteth upon peoples, and multituedes, and Nations, an 
| Tongxes, rhat being the firength of the falſe Church, who by her ſorceries and 
PV horedoms as the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the earth, obtains 
| the Power and Rergneth over the Kings of the earth, ver. 18. 

| Fithly, This mixc State of the Azt:chriFt inthe Civil aft Eecleſiaſtical Power, 
is. further held forth, by the Beaſt and falſe Prophet, ey. 19; 20, 21. which 
place ſpeaks of them in rhe laſt and finall troke that con:2s upon them, for though 
the fifth Viall, Rev. 16.10. #© poured out uponthe Seat of the Beaſt, and the 
Ju1gment andfall of the Whore is ſer forth in Chap. »$. and begining of the 19th 
yet ſome Reliques of both the Beaſt, and Whore rewainins till very near or unto 
the perſonal Coming of Chrz/#, the Devil having but a ſhort t1-ze to reign,gathers 
up all his forces and engageth the 'K*ngs of the Earth to come up with him 
againſt Chriſt and his Saints, and then-the laſt 77;all-comes upon them at Chriſts 
perſonal appearing and compleats their rwn and ſo both theſe parts of Antichr:/# 
by this ſtroke are deſtroyed together, compare Rev, 19. 20, 21. with Chap. 16. 
Ver. 13s 14 16, 17. Having ſpoken of this Beaſt and falſe Prophet held forth 

by the two Beaſts in. Chap. 13. 7 ſhailſpeak no more of them in this place. 
Lafily, If we conſult the Hiſtories and alſo what we have feen of the Aztichr:- 
a State-in our day, it bath been made up of theſe two parts, 442. C:vil and Ec- 
clefraſtical, which like Tw:z5,have gone together in all their wickedneſs, one cry- 
mg up the other and cailing for obedience; The falſe Church and her M:1mfte- 
ry, being propped up by the falle Magrftracy, calls for and preaches up obedience 
to 4t as Gods ordinance, and they muſt be 'k;z/7ed rhat will ot worſhip the Beaſt, 
Rev. 13. 15. The falſe Magiſftracy doth the like for the fatſe-Charch and her 
MiniFery, Crying them up as the true Church and Mimstry of Chrift, and all 
that will not fall down to this Y///hore in paying of Tythes, Church- Rates, 
tollowing her Afemblies,and ſuch like abominattons muſt be impriſoned, bantihed | 
| or: 


dps of. > 


—_—_— a _——— A. 


( 12 
Orkilled, and thus the Beaft bears, yea YL ſaid to carry the YYhoye, Rev. 17. 7. 
and is the Whores drudie or flave to do her wicked ſervice; theſe two have' 
een in conjunction 1n and are guilty of the blood ef the Saints, and the ſeveral 
perſecutions,fince Amtichriit came to the Throne,have been on this wiſe carryed 
on, the EccleſiaFt icel Power have adjudged and condemned and ſo delivered over 
co the C:v1l Power, whaghave executed and killed them with much rage and 
oreedineſs, and after a molt cruel manner, and alchough rhe C:wi/ Power would 
at this day when the Lord 1s comming to make inquiſitron for blood, flip out their 
Necks and excuſe rnenſelves as if they were free and hd done no wrong to, nor 
ſhed the blood of the Saints and may have inany Advocate: pleading at a high rate 
on their beaalf, and ſaying that Judgment ſhall xet fall upon them and further to 
evince this, do g've them the title of Chriſtian Magi#1 rates, and that many of 
them are goo4 men, yet all this will not excuſe them from the ſtroke, when the 
Lord according to Rev. 16. 5, 6. comes to avenge the blood of his Saints an4 
Prophets, and Pſal.g.16. ſhall be kown by the judgment which he executeth, for 
no doubt the guilt of much blood will be found in the skirts of the Civil Power 
_ and their /iz will find them ont, and though good men be in the place of Power, it 
will not-ſave from the Juigement, for Gods controverſie is not ſo much with the 
Perſons as with the Beafty Powers, and the title of Chri# ian Magiitrates will 
not excuſe, but rather condemne them as the Amntichrii#ian Power, and the 
Fountaines ani Rivers of waters, wpon which the third Yiall comes, Rev. 16. 4. 
doth not exclude bur include this C:vi/ Power; Having thus laid down my under- 


tanding of the fifth Kingdom, or Kingdom of Chrift, which ſhould be erected or 


ſer up in-the latter day, & of the K:zgdom of the Beaft,which is to be deſtroyed;I -. 


ſhall now come ro ſpeakro the third thing which is the great queſtion-at this day. 


How ſhall theſe things be brought forth? by what Inftruments and in what way? 


In Anſwerto this Queſtion, Firſt, this /#ork belongs to'God who hath pro- 


miſed to acco.npliſh it. As firſt, rhe deſtroying the Kingdom of the Beaſt, the *: 


beating down of Chrilts foes before him, making' them his footſtool, clothing then 
with ſhame, and avenging theblood of the Saints upon Artichriſt, Plal. 89. 23. 
Pſa. 110.1.8 132.18.Rev.6.10, Chap. 1 g. 2.; Secondly, the ſetting up of the fifth 
Kingdom alſo bzlongs to God, Dan. 2. 44. Pſal. 89,'27. | | 

Secondly, Though God be the main Age-t 1n this YYork yer. he doth it by 7*- 


ftruments, and the- [nſtruments are his- Saints, whom he will call to and anoint for + 


this / York, and ſo God 1s ſaid to do it- becauſe it 1s done by his . Spirit in; the 
Saints. whom he ſhall caooſe. | 4 Prater 


1 


That the $az»ts ſhall be the - /n/truments in deſtroying the Kingdom of the * 


Beaſt, and ſo.inſerring up the fifrh Kingdom yehich doth immediatly ' Succeed, 


Take the place, and-Fill up the room of the foxeth, conſider the following Scrip- ? 
tures, Dar. 2.34. the Stone (which is the Saznts,qnointed for and, called to the Fn 
| $I: ſhewed). [mz:res the Image ons. feet, (which hath alſo been, \ 
ſhewed tobe the Antichri/tian State) and - breaks hem in pieces, So Dar, 7. * 
18. The Saints fhall take the Kingdom 3 Now though the K:1ngdom 1s' given tO 


Workas I have 


them by promiſe,and obrain2d for chem.by the Power of God, yer they are ſaid to 


take it, which muſt be underſtood 'of their being uſea as [n/traments mm kalang 
| . the } 


-  Sralo woddbost ores. 


ef 
4 


co Sealer ded argy. cc, 7+ 


* 
: - | 
n 

p 
” 
*% 

"y + 

, 
: 


the Power, Rule and Governmert from the Image, or that part of it which 


(13) 


tands next before Chriſts Kingdom, Which mutt be done by deſtroying, or 
breaking in pieces thar part of the /mzage which is in being when this F:ifth 
Kingdom comes to take place. Dan, 7.26. 1 hey (that 1s the Saints whom he 
wears ont Verie 25.) ſhall take away hs, ( that 15 the Little Horn veiſ.8.and 24, 
wvhich have been already ſhewed co be the Antichriftian State) Dominion (that 
is his Power, Rule, or Government) to conſume, and to deſtroy it unto the end, In 
Dar.11.31. The Angel is {peaking of the Romany or Fourth Kingdom, which 
Look away: the dayly ſacrifice, and verſ, 32. ſaith, Bur the people that do know 


* their God ſha? be ſtrong and do exploits ; The peaple that do know their God,are 
* the Satnts, and by their being #roxg and doing e-xplo:ts, I underſtand to be che 
* ſervice that the Saints ſhall do in the deſtroying this Fourth Kingdom, alſo 
| Num.24.14. 1 will advertiſe thee what this people (hall do to thy people 11 the lat- 
* ter dayes, and 1ſai. 14.2. T hey ſhall take them captives, &c, So 1ſai.41.14-15. 


Fear not thou worm Jacob (to wit the Saints in a4ow condition) / will make thee 
a new ſharp threſhing ſnſtrument,&Cc.thou ſhalt threſh, (that is break in pieces or 
deſtroy ) the mountains, (to wit the great world/y Powers Tſai. 2. 2.) and beat 


' them (mall, and ſhall make the Hills, (which alſo intends the worldly Powers) 


as C haff, &c. Tſai. 52.2, Shake thy [elf from the du$t looſe thy ſelf from the 


1 boads of thy neck, O captive Daughter of Zn ; by the bonds of thy neck, and the 


daft, I underſtand the Government , and: wicked Tyranny , that Babylon hath 


had and exerciſed over Zo», and by ſhakzag and looſing her ſelf , muſt needs b= 
underſtood to be the breaking off, or deſtroying that Power and Government 


of Antichrist,and this muſt be done by Z:0z her ſelf,ro wit,the People of God, 


.Cha.51.16: Jeremiah Cha. 50.45. Speaking of Babylon,ſaith,ſwrely the leaFt of the 


\flock_ſhall draw them ont , by the Flock, 1s meant the People of God, '\Atits 20. 


428. and by draw them ont, [ underſtanl the rewarding ani deſtroying of Babylos, 


and this Scripture mult be applyed to ſpiritual Baby/on, becauſe it was nor the 
Saints but the Medes that drew out litteral Babyloz, as the ſame Chapter com- 


pared with Daz.5.doth manifeſt ; In Micha.q.13. Zorn (to wit the Lords Peo- 
ple) is fitted for and called to ar!ſe and threſhthe Nations. Iſa.13.3, Mal. 4. 


42.3. Job. 17.8. Zech. 2.7. So Zech.g.13. Zion muſt deliver her ſelf, and her 


: ons mult be raiſed up-agarnit the ſons of Greece ; Rev. 18.4.6; the peculiar 
People of God are commanded to reward Babylon, Rev. 15.6. and 16.1. the An- 
2eels with the Viols comes out of the Temple ; the Yials, do contain the ſeven las 


lagnes , or the judgements of God that are ro accomyliſh the deſtruction of 


LAntichrift , and avenging the blood of the Saints; the Temple is the Church, 


Zor the Saints of God, 2 Cor, 6.16. and by the Argels, I underſtand thoſe Saints, 


that are choſen, and calle4 of God as Miniſters or ſervants employed in that 


Prures- do make it very evident , that the Saints or people of God , muſt be 


Fr ao work to execute his j#:lgements ; theſe with many other Scri- 


o ukſedby him in this great and glorious werk ; and the Fifth Kingdom taking 
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place, and filling up the roome of the Foxrch ; Dan.2.35. The Stone, or K1ng- 
dom became & great mountain ani filled the whale Earth. the like in Das.7. 27. it 
ar appear from the Sc:iptures before mentioned that the Saints muſt .be uſed 

oth in the deſtroying,and burlding work, But 


.* 


( I ) | ( 
” But I know it 1s further queried, How A the Saints be uſed inthis work , ani 
| by what meanes (hall they accompliſh it ? 4 
In anſwer to which, I ſhall lay down theſe particulars ; 
- Firſt, That they which ſhall be uſed in the work, muſt be ſuch whom the Loyd 
ſhall chooſe, and call in to 1t. The Lambs Army arecall'd and choſen, Rev.17.14. 
It is not whom Man will chooſe, but whom the Lord ſhall chonſe : Samuel would 
have cholen E/:ab, but n2 mult nor ſtand, becauſe God had refuſed him, and ir was 
Dawid that was Gods choſen, x Sam, 16,7. This hath been the evil of many in bas 
our dayes, to preſurae to put themſelves and others upon the Lords YYork,Some |} 
becauſe they are men of great wit and parts 3 Others, becauſe they are men of 
great eſtates and high in the Wo:ld ; Others, becauſe they are tryed Souldiers, hy 
Alen of valonr and conrage ; yea, and many like Samet, have been crying ſuch up tas 
as the Lords annointed, and have not firſt made diligent ſearch, whether the Lord 
hadchoſen chem , and thus hath provedlike #z4hs rouching the Ark, they have | c 
tumbled, fallen, and come co nothing. "1 s 

Secondly,” That the Inſtruments muſt not only be ſuch as are called and choſen, 
but ſuch as have received the anomtryg for the work: by which annornting, they | +- 
are not only made fa:thful, bur do obtain /:ght in, and /ove unto it, with wiſdom, "_ 
faith and courage for the managing of it. This work,, though done by the S«izts, | | 
muſt not be by their, or. the -2:ght or power of men, but. by this -annointing,: 
Zech. 46. Iſa. 10. 27. and Chap. 59.19. Haggat, 2.5. Iſa. 28. 6. Being thus 
called, choſen, and anneinted, they ſhall be uſed; Firſt, by faith and prayer, with: 
praiſes, as Joſhna,G1deon, and divers others were in the Typ:cal part of this work, J |, 
and how much more in the Azti-type, which doth farr exceed it in ſpiritualicy,' "6s 
ſhall rhe: Z»/frumerts be ſo uſed 3 Pſal. 2.8; Askof me, and I'will-grue thee: &e. 
which muſt, reſpe& Chriſt as K1zg in his members; Heb. 11. 30, 32,3 3.#ho thr ongh 
faith ſubdued Kingdomes, &c. Pal. 72. 15. and Pſal.; 149.6, Let the high prai- Ct 
{esof God be intheir mouths, &c. Rev. 6. 10. Chap. 8; 3. 4. 5. Secondly, by the 
word of their Teſt1mony, which they bear for Chriſt againſt Amichriſt, Rev. 12, 1 
11,17. Laftly, by AZaterial weapons, in a military way, Chriſt being the Caprarn Al 
| General, and ehzef lealer of this Army,.Rev.17. The Lamb ſhall overcome them, 
and they that are on his ſide, are called, choſen and faithful. Pſal. 110. 3. In the K' 
day of the aſſembling of thy Army, ( for ſo ſome read the words ) Thy people. 
( ſpeaking to Chrilt ) (hall be willing, This Pſalm doth in an eſpecial-manner | ,, 
relate to che work of the /ater day. Rev. 19. 14. The Armies followed Chriſt, h 
which .4rmies mult reſpect the Saints, as being them that are arrayed 1# fine'. 
lzzanen, Ver. $.: Thar the Sainrs ſhall be uſed with material weapons,:confider, - 
\ Firſt,Thar rhe War cannot be reſtrained ro that ſpiritual War,mentioned 2 Cor. ,, 
r6:4. Eph.6.12. which war required ſpirirual weapons only,bur this'is an outward | 
viſible war, as ſmiting, and breaking the vitible Image Govermpment, taking away 


the vifible Power of the laſt Beaſt, Dar. 2. and Chapter the 7th. and a viſible _ 
evercoming, and breaking the Hors, or vihble Powey of the Ten Kingdoms, thac 7 
received their Power with the Beaſt 3 which Hornes do begin a'vifible War with L 


C hri$t and his Casſe, as it is owned, and Carried on by his Saints, who ate the 


AMembers of his Body, Kev, 17. | RY 
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Secondly, That they ſhall be uſed Rich Material Weapons, may appear from 

Wloe/, 3. 10. Beat your Plow-ſhares into ſwords, and your pruning-hooks into ſpears, 
let the weak ſay 1 am ſtrong. In which Scripture, I would note three things, 

M Firft, Thar it isa prophecy ofthe /atrer day work,, when Aultitudes ſhall appear 

in the valley of dectſion, which hath never yer been fulfilled, as is moſt evideiic, if 

© <be ſcope ofthe Prophelie be coniulred. Secondly, This roth. Verſe 1s ſpoken to 

the Samnts, or people of God, the icope of the words leads to the Saints, and the 

11th. verſe is a Call to the Heather, for Ged- will gather the Heathen as well as 

his own people, to the valley of deciſion, according to Zeph. 3. 8. and this wo:d 

of encouragement, Let the weak, ſay I am Ftrong, 1s not ſpoken to the en-mies 

of God, bur is a blefled word for his own people, and by it the whole verſe ap- 

pears to be direQted to them. Laſtly, the ſwords and ſpears are not ſpiritzal, but 

material weapons, becauie they are made of plow-ſhares and prumng-hooks, and 

| are to be uſed in-the Lords great Controverfie with the Heathen, and the enemies 

| of his Church. This Truth may further appear, from Pſal. 149. 6, 7, 8. Let 4 

two-edged ſword be in their hands, to execute vengeance,&c. This Pſalm mult alſc 

reſpect the /atter day, when the meek ſhall be beantified with ſalvation, ver. 4. and 

this propheſie hath never been fulfilled fince this Pſalme was penned, but mult be 

fulfilled in the execution of the judgement that is to come upon the World im - 

this /atter day; This muſt be a material ſword. Firſt, becauſe the work that the | 

Samnts are to Co with 1t, is outward, viſible work,, viz. to bind Kings and Nobles, ye” 

and to execute the judgment written,verſ. 8.9. 2dly. This ſword is to be in therr 

han:'s, and therefore muſt be a material ſword ; if it were ſpiritual, it wowld be in 

.| their hearts, or 1n their months and included in the joy and pra:ſes before ſpo- 
ken of 3 this way further appear from Luke 22.36. He that hath no ſword, let 

him ſell his garment and buy one, That this Sword relates to the /atter day, muſt 

needs be granted, becaule ir is ſpoken in the /atter day ; for the whole day from 

Chriſts coming into the fleſh, to the end of the world, is called rhe /atter dayes 

or time, Atts 2. 17. Heb. 1.2. 1 John 2.18. This /atter day, or laft times, niuſt 

be conſidered under a two-fold diſpenſation, the one of Suffering, the other of 

Aion. In the fir#,the Sa:xts muſt be bound with charns, & killed, and conntted 

as ſheep for the ſlaughter, Rom.$.36. comp. Luke 21.1216. And in the ſecond, 

the Samts {ball 4:4 with chaines, and ij e them captives, whoſe captives they 

were,Iſa. 14.2 comp.Pſal.149. In the fir/t,the Beaſt or Little Horn {hall wear out 

the Sairts 3 In the ſecond, the Saints fhall take away his Dominion, Dan. 7. In 

the firſt, the Saints muſt Sufferin Babylon,under yohes and bonds, and ſo be hang- 

ng down the head ; In the ſecond, Zion ( or the Saints ) mult deliver her ſelf, 

and put on her Beautifull Garments, and lift up her hea1, and looſe her ſelf from 

the bands of her neck, , or the Government of Aztichriſt that is upon her, and 

ſkake ber ſglf fromthe duft, In the firſt, Babylon is exerciſing Cruelty, and Ty- '-- 

ranny ovEr the'Saints, and they are patiently ro bear it, and if they be ſmuren 

0n the one cheek, they muſt turn the other, an! if any man. will ſue them at the 

=: Law, ad bake away their coat, { which muſt be whileſt the wicked Antichriſt an, 

Law 18 in force ) they mult /et hinz have their Cloak alſo : But in the Second, the _ 

, Saints mukt render zo Babylon double, Compare theſe following Scriptures 


7.38: 


(26). 1 
7. 25. with verſ, 26. Rev. 13.7. With Chap. 17. 14. Iſa. 52. 1.2. Zech. 2.7. 
Luthe 21. 28. cMatth. 5. 39. 40. Rev. 18. 6. This Scripture Lyke 22; 36. 
doth clearly hold fo:th this cwo-fold diſpenſation, for it cannot be applyed: eb 
the day when Chr:/# and his Apoſtles were upon the Earth, which was a day of 
{\uffering, wherein they were not toreſiſt, as Math. 5. 39. with many other Scri- 
ptures to this purpoſe, both in the Evargeliſts and the Epiſtles; and Chriſt tells 
chem at the ſame time, that zwo ſwords were enough, verſ, 38. and therefore 
could not be the time in which he that had »o ſword, muſt ſell his garment and 
buy oe, but holds forth another ditpenſarion, in which the Sazrts mult be called 
ro Attion for Chriſt, in the ſetting up of his Kingdom ; and though the words 
were ſpoken to the drſc:ples thar were then with « þr:ſt in- the ſuſtering day, yet 
he delivers it to them as they repreſented the whole body cf Goſpel Believers, 
that were, or ſhould come over'to faith in. him to the end of the world; and ſo 
the Ordinances, Knles, and Hork that the Saints were to obſerve and do till 
C hriſts Second coming, are «elivered unto, and recerved by the diſciples that were 
with him 1n that day; Chr:/t in the opening the extent of his prayer, Johy. 17.20. 
cleares this, and alſo in bis general exhortation, Math. 13. 37. What I ſay unto 
Jon, I ſay unto all, 8c. andio the diſciples received fron Chriſt the work that 1s 
co be done by the Saints in this laſt part of the /atrer dayes. Much more might be 
urged to clext this matter, if it were expedient in this place; by all which it may 
appear, that there is a two-fold Diſpenſataggatn the Go! pel-day,and that this word 
of baying a ſword, mult refetre to the latter 3 this cannot be a Spiritual ſword, 
It being to be bought by ſe!!1ng of a garment; It was the errour of Sym 'njin Atts 
the Sth. to'think that the Grfzs of + Spirit might be bought : and further, this 
muſt needs Treferre to a time when the Sazzts ;vult uſe a Material ſword, becauſe 
chey muſt rather want their garments (thouch very needful and uſeful )then wanr af » 
{word, The'next Sc ipture that doth imply this truth is Joh» 18.36. If my King- 
dome were. of this world, or from hence, T hen would my ſe: vants fight that I ſhould 
not be delivered to the Jewes, This muſt nezds be meant a fighting with material 
weapons, Which ſhould reſcue Chr:;ſtfrom the Jewes 3 and Chriſt ſreaking of rhat 
time, ſaich, Now # my Kinedome not from hence 3 waich words do '1imply, that 
chere 1s a :1me when his K:ingdome ſhall be from hence, and though 1t be a Hea- 
venly and Glor:ous K bx age yet it ſhall be fer #p, in, and over the world, Dar. 
7. 27..T he dominion under thewhole heaven ſhall be given &c. Kev.11.t5. The 
K'ngdomes of this world are become, &c. and ſo the Kingdome of Chriſk may ve 
ſaid ro be from hence, and when (© it (hall be, His ſervants will fight. - The next 
Scripture that may clear this, is Jer.4$.10. Curſed be he that withholdeth his ſmard 
from bloo1, This word relates to a time when yods j#1gnerts are to bs executed 
upon his Exemres, and is ſpoken to the [nſtraments whom he will uſe, 'f as inthe 
beginning of the verſe. ) Now the [»/fruments that God will uſe inthe Execu- 
ton of his Jadgements in the latter day, T underſtand to be his Sa:mts,; a8] have 
already ſhewed, and ſo this word 1s ſpoken to thein, and proves rhar.they wuft 
bz imployed with #z-ter/2/ weapons; I ſhall not cite more ſcripruresxortis, but 
ſrexk ro ſome principal 23jeCtions that are made againſt this rruth ef the $4907 
ke. ng uſe.l ( with material weapons ) in the deſtruftion of Antichriff&.- my 
| 9; PO}. 
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(17 ) | 
Obj. rft, The Ten Hornermuſt hate the Whore, and burn her fleſh with: fire, 
Rev. 17.16, 

Avuſw, That the T-es Heres (ball be imployed jn this work, none can deny 
chat own the Authority of Scriprure, but that the 7 ez Hornes do firt make War 
with the Lambe, and are overcome -by Him before they do this # ork, upon the 
Whore, is alſo clear from ver. 14. It may not be ſuppoſed, that while the tex 
Horns do remain upon the Beaf#F that carryeth the Whore, as they appear in verſe 
7. ſhould do this Work, for that would be Saras againſt himſelf ; The te» Horns 
do hold forth the Power or Domn10n of tne ten Kingdoms or Nations in Egrope, 
which nad dependence 6a the Roman Empire, and they are firſt ſeen upon the 
Dragos (Rev, 12.) without. Crowns, which do hold forth (as hath been ithewed) 
the Roman Empire in its (3941, P 4” or Heathemſh State. Seondly, They: 
Horns ate ſeen in the Reman Antichriſtian State, upon the Beaſt that carryet 
the i hore, and that continues foxrty and two Months, and in that State they have 
the Crowns upon them, having recezved Power as Kings one honr with the Beaſt , 
Rev. 13. 1. Chap.17.12, In this State they make war with che Zamb, and being by 
him and thoſe that are oz his ſide, overcome 3nd ſo broken off from the Bee/t,the 
ten Horns viz, the Power and Nominion of thoſe Nations is gives to the Saints 
upon the account of Chriſt, and fo is divolved into the Kizgdems of the Stone that 
e | broke them off from the 1magezand ſo are brought to their true Ration to be un- 
y | der the K:ng of Nations, who hath on his Veſtare, and on þu Thigh a name writ- 
df rex, KING of KINGS and LORD of LORDS ; and in this State I un- 
> | derftand the re» Horns,viz, the Power of titoſe Nations in the hands of the Saints 
sÞ is ſet againſt the Whore (or falſe Church) to execute the vengeance for the blood of 
s | the Prophets, and Saints that is found 1 her, thereby to accompliſh his deſtrui- 
ef on; andthis I underſtand by the tex Horns hating the Whore,and burning ber fleſh 
all »:t/ fire, Rev. 17. 16. 
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% ObjeR. 2. T hat the deſtrozing of Babylen is not work fit for Sarnts to be 11- 
all ployed in, being raviſhing of Women, daſhing children againit the Walls, &c, Iſa, 
Nl 13. 16. IMO | 

" as w, Firſt, This is ſpoken of litterall Baby/oz, the Glory of the C haldees, ver. 
cl 19. which was to be deſtroyed by the Medes, ver, 19. And if we may credit Hi- 
-  ftories, they rell us, thar ſitch chings were fulfilled by rhe Medes upon Babylon of 
WM the Chaldees, who had done the like upon rm which Jerem:ah complains of 
ef in the Book of Lamentations, And ha this Babylon did Type out ſpiricuall 
el Babylon, jet it maynot be expected that every circumſtance ſhould be accompli- 
cl {hed and that bcterally upon ſpiritual Baby/oz : For if it ſhould be kept to, as 
{ | a Rule, that every circumſiance muſt litterally be fulfilled in che Antitype, We 
I ſhould fun upon wany miſtakes about C hrift, and his #6:k, in Goſpel dayes 3 Alſo 
Raviſhing of omen, and daſhing of C hildren, way agree with other Scriptures to 
be appljed ſpiritually 5 upon the whole ic may not be gachered, that there is any 
Work to be Yone. in the rewarding of Myſtical Baby/9n, which may not become 
Gods ſanFtified Ones, eſpecially conſidering that it is the Lords controverfie, and 
the execution of his Righteous Judgment, and vengeance upon her. 
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Objef. 3. That becauſe the e Medes royal litterall Babylon, the like may be 
expetted for the Nations to deft roy Spiritual Babylon, 42d that th2 Earth ſhall 
help che Woman, Rev. 12. 16. And the Saints being engaged by their Faith anl 
Prayers the Work 1s ſometimes attributed to them, 

Anſw, Fit, It is clear from Scripture, that there 1s a Babylos which the Saints 
muſt deftroy, (as hath been already thewed) and it was not licceral Baby/on,for the 
Medes deſt. oyed that , Therefore it muſt be the Babylon. in th: New Teſtamenc 
day. Secondly, Though rhe Earth helps the Woman, whillt in her ſuffering State 
to prevent the Devils deſtroying her 3 br it 15 not ſaid, neither will it follow, 
that the Earth muſt reward Babylon, And thirdly, (as hath been already ſhewed, 
the Saints ſhall be uſed by Faith and Prayer, and alſo in a Hoſtile way with mate- 
r1al weapons 3 and therefore I ſhall add no more to this Objection. - 

There are ſeveral other Obje&ions that I meer with ac this day , As that:the 
VVork mu#t be done by the Spirit only,and God weedeth nt to uſe Inſtruments ; 
And that this 15 a bloody work not meet for Goſpel Saints; And that this was the 
Munſter Principle ; And thoſe that are of this mind are carnal and neglett Soul 
work_z and leave the wayes of God; _ And zyeglett the Converſion of (inners, and the 
building up ſuch as are converted; And that they are ſuch as are againſt Magiſtra- 
cy,&c. Bur it would be too large to ſpeak to all theſe things, and to ſhew, how 
X in the building of the F:r/t and Second Temple, and many other things which God 

did by his Spirit, yet conferred that honour upon his Servants to uſe them as [- 
ftruments in his hand, though he had no need of chem, bur as in the Creatio» might 
do all by the word of his Power. He nad no need of Moſes, Joſhua, Samnel, Da-| 
21d, and many others, he could have done his work alone, yer it was and 18 his 
pleaſure to uſe them. And as for the High Charges that are brought againſt 
this Truth and the Profeſſors of it, I ſhall not undertake to vindicate and 
plead for all that go under the name of owners of theſe things. I know 
there was a Judas amongſt the twelve D:ſciples, yea and Peter who was very 
eminent did miſcarry , and the beſt of Saints here do ſtand by Faith, yet this 
I may ſay that the Principles teach no ſuch things, but 2 Per.3. if we /ook for ſuch 
things, we are from thence inſtructed to be holy 7 all manner of converſation. 
Burt I hope as I have not received : theſe things either with reſpe& ro Perſons 
or things, bur as it might appear to be the mind of the Lord, ſo 1 would nor re- 
je, or entertain hard thoughts of any of the Tr#ths of Chriſt, becauſe many 
of the Profeſſors thereof walk unſuirable to their profeſſion 3 And ro what is 
falſly charged upon the Perſons, or Principles, is nv more then hath been upon 
other truths of Chriſt, and upon his followers in former ages 3 Caleb,and Joſhua, 
becauſe they were faithful,and declared rhe truth, the whole Congregation of pro- 
fefling Iſrael bade ſtone them with ſtones. Nam. 14. Jeremiah for declaring 
the truth was not onely reproached by falſe reporrs,but caſt 1nto the Dungeon f0r 
h:5 faithfulneſs, by the very Prznces of Iſrael, and he received more favour from 
the Heathens, then he did from the Profeſſors, as from Ebedmelech, the Black- 
more,and from the Kg of Babylon Jer.15.10.chap. 29.10.chap. 38.4.6.7-11-12. 
Chap.39.11.12. and to our Lord Chriſt himſelf his friends ſaid he was beſide hins 
zelf, Mark 3,21, The ftri& ſort of the Jewes did contemn him, and his follow- 
E155 
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ers, and ſaid he was a Samaritane and bai a Divil, Yea that Set was ever y 
where ſpoken againſt AQts 28.22.8 Par! was charged to be  peſtilent fellow, and _ 
that he Preached thar 'men ſhould do evi/ rhat good might come 3 Conhderms this 
cloud of witneſſes and how much Sata is engaged againſt the Righteoms C auſe of 
Chriſt , and how cruth in all ages hath been firſt branded for error, and then op- 
poſed and perſecuted, and the Profeſlors therecf Impriſoned, Baniſhed, and kil- 


led, I am (through Grace ) helped with comfort and cheerfulnefſe to bear rheſe 


ſore reproaches as a parr of Chriſts, and Trurhs livery, and leave it till the day of 


Dec:fion-when the Lord will ſhew who was for Chriſt and his Truth and who were 
the oppolers of them.And as to that part of the charge that we are againſt Mag:- 


ftracy,the Lord in his own time will clear his deſpiſed Remnant of that with other 


falie charges,and will make it manifeſt, that. through rich:Grace, we do own,Reve- 
rence,and witneſs for,the true Magiſtracy which is according to the Word of God, 
in oppoſition to the falſe Magiſtracy of Antichriſt, and of the Apoſtacy at this 
day;and if ro be for the Houſe,and Kingdom of David, againſt wicked Sazl,as was 
the Houſe of J«dah and divers others, 2 $4m.2. 10. cha.z,2.0rfor David again(t 
Abſalom as 2 Sam. 15. or for Solomon againlt Adoxtjah as was Nathan and 0- 
thers ſee 1 K:»g.1. or with Ehad againſt Eg/ox as Jadg.3.14, or for Joaſh againſt 
Athaliah as was |choiada and others ſee 2 K:n. 11. or to be for the Lord and his 


Truth againſt 4maz:iah when he turned from following the Lord; in a word,if to 
be for Chri/# and his Kingdem,againtt the Devil, Antichriſt,and the Apoſtacy,be 
to be /ile and to be Trazſgreſſors, we are ſuch,.and I defire the Lord may keep us 
ſo to the end ; Bur if theſe things be juſtifiable by Scripture.and owned by the 


Lord , et thoſe that reproach us take heed: leaſt they become fighters againſt 


"God. 


The Fourth general head thar I propounded to ſpeak to , is the Tre of this 


works taking place in the world, (to wit) of the Sett:ng #p the fifth and the de- 
Rroying of the Fourth Kingdom. As for the day or year, the.Lord in wiſdom 
hath reſerved to himſelf, and what is written cf it in the Scriptures,may through 


our ignorance admit of many doubts and various apprehenfions ; I do Judge ic 


hath been the failing of ſome, ( whom I have much honoured in the Lord) to fix 


the day and year, and I have defired to be alw1'es waiting for it; but nor ſo fix 
rhe time, onely in general, That this Kingdomof Chriſt ſhall be (et up in the 
world before his Perſonal Coming, though it ſhall net come to its perfett Glory and 
Beanty tifl be comes wth his glorified Saunts. / 

The Firſt Argument to clear this is Dar. 2.44-1# the dayes of theſe Kings ſhall 


the God of heaven ſet up a Kingdom. firſt that this Kingdom is the Fifth King- 


dow hath been already ſhewed. Secondly,by theſe K:ngs-I underſtand the Toes of 
the Image which in Revel.17. are called Horns,and explainzSto be Kings 3 Now 
it uſt be granted by all,char choie K:»gs do either refer to thoſe Kings, menti- 
oned Dar.7.17. which are (as hath been ſhewed) rhe four Monarchres of the 
world and are held forth by the ſeveral parts of the mage, Das. 2. or tothe 
ten Horns (or Kings) before mentioned. Firſt it cannot be the four Monarchies, 
for then the Fifth Kingdom muſt take place m the world beryvixt the time of 7/- 


 r#els going into the 70. years Captivity zu Babylon,and their return to-Jers{alem: 


for 
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for the Chaldesan Monarchy (wviz.) the Head of Geld (which was the firſt of the 
four Kings ) bad not its beginning as part of the /mage, till about the time of 
their going inro.the captivity, and was taken away or deftroyed ſeveral years 
before the return of the captives as may appear. Dar.5. Therefore if it were in 
che dayes of thoſe Kings it mult begin while the Chaliean Monarchy was in be- 
ing 3 Bur it is without doubt that the K:2gdem of Chriſt did not begin 1n that 
cime, bur either long before, or long atrer 3 Secoxdly if it ſhould be true (as 
ſome affirm) that this F:frh Kinglom began either ar Chriſts coming in the 
fleſh , or at his Reſurre&ion, or Aicention, or at. the poxring out or the Spirit, 
Afts 2. Yet it cannot be the dayes of the four Kings 3 For three of theſe four 
were come and gone many years before Chriſt , and it is evident from Scripture 
that the Roman or Feurth Kingdom by which the daily ſacrifice was ta'ygn away, 
was inits glory in Chrifts day and had the world under h;x Dom non. Luke 2.1. 
Laſily it cannot be the four Kings, but muſt be the Toes (or) Hornshecauſe the 
Cutting out of tbe Stone,or ſetting up the K:xgdopm is not (cen till ſo: etime after 
the mage in all its parts did appear 3 T hou [aweſt till that a Stone was cut out 
&c. verl. 34. ſo that the very Toes viz. the Antichriſtian Kings (that receive 
Power 4s Kings one hoxr with the Beaſt ) are up ſomerune before the Stone, and 
are them that the Store [mites or falls upon. verſ.34, and the Stone muſt [me 
Imediately upon its'cutting out, becauſe it breaks its way through the laſt part of 
the Image Government and fills up rhe roome of it. And therefore theſe Kings 
muſt be the Antichriſtian Kings which are in being when the God of Heaven 
ſets up the Kingdom 3 Seconaly by the dayes of theſe Kings, I underſtand the 
time of their Government , or while. their K:gdoms and Power is up in the 
world, and in the time that God hath permitted them to reign 3 now Chriſts 
Perſonal coming ſhall not be in their dayes, but in his own day,when their dayes 
are ended, and there is oround to judge that their dayes iruſt be ended ſomerime 
before Chriſts coming in Perſon, for we read, Keve/.17. that theſe Kings make 
Var with the Lamb an1 are overcome, and there apvears to be rhe end of che tex 
Antichriſtian Kings,which wuſt be before Ch-1ſfs Perionall coming, for at chat 
coming it may not bz ſuppoſed thar rhe te» Horas itall make ar with his, but 
the War is with the Lamb in his Saints, and in his Cauſe ; Nov if the King- 
4ous mult be ſet up , or the Stone cnt out mm the oe: ing ot rhe tex A-tichr; tian 
Kings, then it could nor be ſet up betore, nor at ra Aſcention of Chrift 3 For 
chole K:ngs in that State,were not then m being, the laſt Bea? char comes from 
Hell was not up, cheretore ic mult be before Chrifts Perſonal coming from Hea- 
ven becauſe their dayes are enled before or at rhat coming. _ 

The Second ground to clear this truth is from Pſ.,110.1.The Lord (that is God 
che Father) ſad wrto my Lord (that is Chriſt ) ſer 1hos at my right hand till 
make thine enemies thy foo:ſtool. By Chnfts enemes,] unde fimd,nor on217 the 
Antichrilitan State, bur it includes the whole world, wao through the Inftiga- 
tion of the Devil are againſt Criſt and would nor'haye him to Rezgn Pal. 2.1.2. 
2. Rev.t1.17.18. Secondly by the exemies,being made hz foorſtoo! 1 underitand 
not a Total deſtruction of their perſons,but a taking away and deſt-oying of their 
Government, and Power, and bringing them to the foot of Chriſt ro be as a | 
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Stool for his Government to take place upon, or to bring them under and in ſub- 
jection to it, 7 hirdly, by Chriſts hitting at the Right hand of the Father, 1 un- 
deritand his Perional being in tleaven-as our Advocace where he 1s faid to be ar 
the right hand of the Majeſty on high, Col.3.1.Heb.1. 3.cha.8.1.thar ſoif Chriſts 
enemies mutt be b:ougat down, and his Goverament take place winlelt he fits at 
the Right hand of Gol , Then the Kingdom of Chr:/# mutt be ſer up before his 
Perional coming. 

The third ground is taxen from the time of Babylors deſtruction, which muſt 
be before C hri/#s Perſonal com:ng 3 And Babyle bcing to be deſtroyed by the 
Saints, Stone, or King.om, ths work mult take place before the Perſonal com- 
ing ; That Babylons fall by re Plaguzs mult be before Chrifts Perſonal coming, 
coniider Rev.18.4. come out of her my people that ye pertake not of her ſins and 
that ye receive not of her plagues.C50d nere ſpeaks to thoſe that were not ſo much. 
his people by viſible profe ..on- for they were in Baby/o,but ſuch as by ſpecial 
Grace( as the fruit of Elzcting love )he calls his people, and theſe are ſuch as ſhall 
be caught up, 1 Theſ.4.17. © meet © hriſt at his Perſonal commg,and Phil. 3.21. 
x Joh.3.2. Have their vile boares change l, and fahioned like unto his Glorious: 
body and ſo mult be our of the reach of inch temporal plagues as muſt come up- 
on Babylon, but Babylons plagues mult come in a time when Gods own peculiar 
people may through iz come uv pertake of them, and therefore the deltruion 
of Babylon muſt needs be before ('hrifts perſonal coming 3 that word, Das 7.26. 
ſpeaking of the /ittle Horn,taith they ſhall take away his Dominion to conſume and 
deſtroy it nnto the end, winich end,muſt be the end of the fourth Monarchy or of 
this old world,when Chriſt thall come in perſon and the worl1 to compzy(ſpoken of 
Heb.2.5. )take place, ſo that Antichriſt muſt be adeſtroying and conſuming as 
a 9:adual wk till the end of the fourth Monarchy ; 7 he Stone, Dan.2. that de- 
roye- the Antichriſtias State mult do it before Chriſt comes in perſon; it doth 
it nt at onze as ic wauldbe 'f it were to be done at Chr:fts Perſonal coming who 
comes 45 the 1ightning: but is done gradually as may appear by the ſcope of the 
words. 

T he fourth Ground is taken from the Way and [nſtruments that ſhall be uſed 
in the work,and they (as it hath been proved muſr be the Sarnmts with Material, 
weapons ina Milita y way , and 1 ſuppofe I need not take up rime co ſhew that it 
is inconfiſtent with a glorified $azzt to do this work with Material weapons in 
the way that ir is to be done, for I never tnet with any of that perſwafiongto wit, 
that G lorified Saints might ſo uſe Material weapons, and thar the Saznts ſhall be 
all changed and have glorified bodies 1s clear from, 1 Cor. 15. 51,52.Ph1l.3.21. 
t ]ohz 3.2. Sothen if the Sa:»ts muſt bz the 1-/traments,and rhe work, not con- 
fiſtent with their glorified State, the work, muſt needs take place before the Per- 
ſonal coming of Chriſt. 

T he fifth Ground is taken from the $:ttins of the Judgment menc. Dan. 7.26. by 
the | gment cannot be underſtood the lalt j#dgment ſpoken of 'Rev. 20. but mult 
de the Judgement of Antichri'it menc, Rev.17.1. which is the' judging,and paſſing 
the ſentence againlt 4ntichriſt,& for the righteous cauſe of Chriſt and this doth 


:mediately precede the vengeance mentioned, Xev.6, 10,D4n.7,26.they ſhall take 
| away. 
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went (1ts before Chriſts Perſonal coming z 


away his Dominion, Now this ] 


yea and che vergeaxce execated according to this J# 'gmevt is before thar coming; 


For firſt, he ſaich, *he geagment ſhall fit, and then they ſhall take away his Domin- 
0/1 fo conſume it unto the end, Now the ſting of the A and the execating 
of the vengarce, being the ſame with the God of Heaven's ſetting up the Kingdom, 
and * this being before Chrifts Perſonall comming, doth further clear this 
Truth. 

The Sixth Ground 1s taken from the poxr:ng out of the Vialls, Rev.16., The Vi- 
alls do containe and are called the ſever !aſt Plagues, that muſt accomplith the 
deſliruction ofthe Ant: hriftian world, and do much agree with the York of the 
Stone m Damel 2. Now theſt: V:alls or fix of them, muſt be poxred out before 
Chriſts perſonal comming. FurF, becauſe they do the York gradually, and 
therefore are ſeven Falls, otherwiſe one Yall (if it were at Chriſts coming) 
would do all the Work. Secondly, They do the deftroying Work, which ( as 
hath been proved) muſt be done before Chriſts Perſonal coming, and if the /Vialls 
do the ſame Work with the Store or Kingdom, and fix, if nor all, muſt be poured 
forth before Chriſts Pe-ſonal coming, then the Work muſt take place before that 
coming. As againſt all Truths there are ſeveral ObjeQions,ſo againſt this. 

Firſt, it is obze&ed,and alleadged T hat the Saints muit be in a Swffering ſtate 
till Chrift comes. 

Anſw. There is a Twofold Suffering ; the one by the Antichriſtian ' bondage, 
and ſlavery, the other by corruption and inyard temptations 3 From the firſt, the 
Saints ſhallbe delivered before Chr'\ts comirg, (as hath been ſhewed) the other 
may remain till Chriſt at his coming 6:»ds Satan, and changeth our wile bodies. 
Alio there is a twofold coming of Chriſt in the /atter day, the one a comming by 
his Spirit 1n his Saints-to the Work of executing vengeance, and fo Chriſt is the 
Stone; and ſo h2 overcomes the te» Hornes; and (o he comes at md11ght when the 
Virgins ſleep ; and ſo he comes as a Thief 3 and this is the Coming ſpoken of 
Like 18. 7,8. And ſhall not God avenge his own Eleft * Newertheleſſe when 
the Son of man cometh, ſhall he fiad Faith oz the Earth ? Till this coming the 
Saints were to be in a ſuffering State upon doth the former & the latter Accounts. 
The ſecond is, his Perſonal coming with all hzs Sazzts, and all the holy Angels, 
when every eye ſhall ſee him 3 This ſhall not only be a coming in Power, bur alſo 
with great Glory 3 before this coming the Saints ſhall be in the Poſeſſion of the 
Goveinment upon the account of ChriFt who 1s the rightful King, and the Y:- 
alls ot Six of them ſhall be poured forth, by which much of the vengeance that is 
co be executed ſhall be accompliſhed upon the Earth 3 Bur alrhough the Saints 
ſhall be in the Government of the Nations, under and on the behalf of ( þriF rhe 
K1ng, yet the Devil being not bound,ſhall go forth full of Rage,becauſe the time 
of his binding is near, and imnediatly before the Perſonal coming of C hr; ſhall 
ftir up the Nations to rebell againſt Chriſt in his Sazats, and the Nations ſhall 
raiſe War againſt the Saints, and ſhall rake the City of Jeruſalem, and it ſhall be 
a tie Of great trouble, and then (hall the Lord go forth, and fight againſt hoſe 
Nar9ons as when he fought 11 the day of Batte/, and then the Seventh Viall ſhall 


ve perre forth imo the air, which holds forth the making a full and perfe& end of 


the 
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the Y York:my apprehenſions in this matter are grounded upon Eze.39.Zech.14. 
1.234. Kevel.16.16, chap.19.17.18.19. and ieveral other Scriptures which re- 
late unto, and mult have their fultilling in this time 3 In the underſtanding of the 
weizhty matters which relate to the /atter 4ay, I would commend two things to 
contide:ation,which may through the bleſſing of God be very helpful and uieful 
to prevent m:[takes. 

Firſt, To wait upen God for his Spirit in the ſearch of the Scriptures, for a 
right diftinct:on of the ſeveral 7 7mes, and Seaſons : as Firſt, the 7 1me of Chriſt's 
ſutterirg State : the 7 1916 Of A z#tichriſts Rergn: the T 1226 of ( hriſts Commg by his 
Spi:it, In the Sarrts to-execute the vengeance : the Time of his Perſonal commg- 
the 7 122e of the thouſand )ea;'s Reign: The end of the thouſand years:and the laſt 
Jadgement,when he j} all deliver up the Kingdom to the Father; And as theſe times 
ſhould be aiſtinEtly conſidered, withour muſplacing them, or cauſing the one to 
clath againſt the other:ſo, The Secozd thing to be conſidered,is through the (pirit 


dil!g2ntly ro ſearch the Promiſes, Propheſies,and T ypes of this Latter day work. 


| contained 1n the holy Scriptures, and before we paſſe judgement upon any of 


them, to wait upon the Lord for a right underſtanding of the reſpeQive 7 mes 
unto which the Promiſe,Propheſie or T ype doch relate: for if we go to open then: 
and not Firlt underſiand what 7 ze they relate unto, we are in danger of very 
great miliakes : and this,I judgezis much of the cauſe of the great differences that 
are among even thoſe of the People of God,that H#ait for the Kingdom at this day, 
and through this nuſtake the poor Jews tumbled and fell , miſplacing thoſe Pre- 
mſes,Propbeſies, and Types that did relate tro Chriſt in that day 3 if theſe rwe 
things be cil'gently obſerved, it would ſave much labour in anſwering ſevcral 
Ob ettions : ſome of which not yet ſpoken to are as followerh. 

Object. T7 hat Chriſt muſt be firſt in the poſſeſſion of this Glory, he being the 
Captain that was fir ſt mae perfett through ſuffering , and therefore the Kingdom 
muſt not be ſet up till his Perſonal coming. 

Anſ. This arifeth moſtly from a miſtake : for though the $ ans ſhall take and 
poſſeſſe the Kingdom before Chriſts Perſonal appe aring: yer Chriſt ſhall be firſt in 
the Glory of it, Dan.7.14. It is grven to Chriſt : and the opening of 1t in verſe 
the 18. faith,that the Saints ſhall take the Kingdom:though all this while Chr:/t in 
his pcrſon in heaven 3 for hrſt,C hr;ft muſt have the preheminence, to be fiſt in 
the G/ory,as the Saints by his Spirit,co obtainir. Secondly , They do nor onely 
obtain it by the Spirit of Chri/t,bur alſo upon the Ground of his Akthority as he 
is King of Kings,&c, Thirdly, They do it by his Cemmard (all which may ap- 
pear by the foregoing diſcourſe , upon the Sarrts being rhe [nſtruments in the 
work.) and ſo the G /ory of the Conqueſt is to the Lamb Rev.17.14. The Lamb 
-all overcome them,&c. Revel.4.10. The Crowns are caſt before him, and rhe 
Saints do take and exerciſe the Governmenty0", and on the behalf of ( hr:ft up- 
on whom ( Pſal.132.18,) his Crown ſhall flouriſh; It ts further objetted. 

OdjeR. 2 Tim.4.1. His appearing is joyned with,yea put before his Kingdom; 
even when be [Fall ju 'ge both the quich and the deal, therefore his Kingdom jhall 
a0t take place before his appearing. 

 Anſw, Though his Appearing be her2 joyned with, ard laced before his 
K ing dem yet the £cripture doth not ſay,yeither by the order of words can it be 
D _ fafely 


(24 

ſafely gathered, that his Kgdoms ſhall noc begin till his appearing : and thoſe 
that conſider the Spirits Method inthe Scripture, may know,that oftrimes, thoſe 
things that are to be performed La/t,are placed Firſt ; and ſomerimes words do 
reſpe& a thing 11 its beginn'ng, and ſometimes in its perfeCtion, as 2 Pet.1.10. 
Make yonr calling, and Elettion, &c. thoſe that own Eleftion accofding to Scri- 
pture : will grant thac 1t takes place before Call:ng:and yer C alling is here placed 
before it. So Atts 3.19. where the Apoſtle applies the 4ortiag ont of ſin, to 
the time of ( h7i\ts Perſonal commg: when according to other Scriptures the b/et- 
ting out, or forgiveneſs of ſin, takes place long before,as Epheſ.1.7. Col. 2.13. ſo 
that this word muſt reſpect the perfecting of it. In Lake 21.28. you have the 
like wo:d applied to Kedewptiops taking place, at the coming of Chriſt : the like in 
Epheſ.4.13. though by other Scriptures, Redemption hath its beginning long be- 
fore as Epheſ.1.7.Gal.3.13.and if theſe things be conſidered : it may appear that 
either the K 1g don 1n this place of 2 T129.4.1. muſt reſpe& the pertection of 
its Glo; y,whic h (ball not be till Chriſts Perſonal commg : though as hath been 
ſhewed it mult have its beginning before : or if it thould reſpect its firſt raking | 
place,we may not build io much upon the order of the words as to make then! 
claſh againſt, 1ea to exclude the ſcope of many Scriptutes which do clearly hold | * 
forth the K:-gdoms taking place before the Perional appearing of Chriſt. : 
The Second thing that I ſhall lay down with reſpe& to the Time of this King- | © 
doms taking place, is. T hat it muſt begin, or take place amongſt the Gentile Saints | 
before the Call of the Nation of the ewes (to wit) the Natural Seed of Abra- | : 
Y 

7 


E 
| 
; 
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ham. | 

The F:rſt Ground of thy : I gather from the Work, Time, and Orler of the 
Vials, Rev.i6. $1x of them are to be poured forth before the Kings of the 
Eaſt (which I underſtand ro be the Natural Seed of Abraham) have their | © 
way prepared. The S1xth Vial Rev.16.12. muſt be poxred out upon the great 
River Eupbrates, that the way of the Kings of the Eaſt mupht be prepared 3 C 
By the River + #phrates, 1 underſtand, not the Material R:ver, for the [hips of 
Tar ſhiſh muſt bring them over greater Rivers then that : and rhat Rzver cannot 
block up their way,bur it is the Power of that people (to wit the Txrks) that 
have their Scituation abour that River. By Rivers, and waters 1s elſewhere to | © 
be underſtood of Earthly Powers, as in Revel, 16.4. compare with verſ. 6. and x 
Revel. 17.15. and alſo at this day the T»rks do poſſeſſe the Land of Judea, and | ?: 


it muRt be the breaking of their Power that prepares the way for the Kings of he | # 
Eaff; Now the Y1als, doing the ſame work with the Stoze, or Kingdom,(to wit þ 


the deſtroying of Antichriſt) and they doing the work or molt of it, before the Þ - 
Call of rhe Jews : the Kizgdom muſt needs take place alſo before their Call ; I | 
have nor heard of any that denyes that the Kzgs of the Eaſt, are to be under- 8 - 
tonne; Abrahams Natural Seed, and therefore ſhall ſpeak no furcher ro this | 
Ground, 

T he Second Gronnd, from whence I gather that the K19gdom muſt take place 
before the Jews Call,is this ; The Stone or Kingdom ſmites the Image upon the þ 
Feet, (to wit the Babylomiſh - State) and this ſm1ting muſt be done by thoſe of 
the People of God that were under Zabylons yoke, Rev.18.4.6, Zech.2.7. mez 
that 
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that are under Pabylens yokg in this New Tefl ament day, are not the Jews,but the 
Gentile Sairts, therefore the work, mult firſt take place amoneſt rnem : The 
Kingdom (trikes the firft Rtroke upon the Antichriſtian State,Dan. 2. 44. 

Ihe Third Ground of this Afſertion is, That the K:-g.om or Stone muſt break, 
and tmnake way for the Jewes before their coming in, therefore it mult rake place 
ot be in being, before 1t breaks the way 3 The Gemr/e Saints, mult be uſed as the 
Int raments in b;eaking the way for, and bringing in the Jewes, Iſa. 49. 22. and 
C hap. 66. 20, 

Objet. That many of the Scriptures which referr to the Work, of the King- 
dom, do ſpeak tothe People of God, who are to be uſed in it, under thoſe Names, 
* andTules, that properly relate to the natural Seedof Abraham, as Jacob, Zion, 
* Jeruſalem, Judah, az Iſrael. e*c. BEN 

Anſw. That although in the O/d Covenant day (in which the being one of 
| Abrahams natural Seed did intitle ro C harch- Memberſhip ) the viſible Charch 
' was diftingui{hed by thoſe Names,and T ztles: yet it may not be alwates reſtrained 
or applyed to them in Goſpel dayes, when their Typical Church State comes to 
ceaſe 3 andas their Charch State was Typ cal: ſo was the Titles that God gave 
ro them: and the names of Jacob, Z 10x, and Jeruſalem, &c. do truly and ſpiritu- 
ally relate ro the Goſpel or New Covenant Church, in which, neither Jew nor 
Gentile, have any right * natural Generation, but by Faith :» Chriſt, who # all 
aud in all, Col. 3. 11. and ſo in him (2 Cor. 1. 20.) we come to have a right to 
all the Promiſes that are held forth to Jacob, or Zion, &c. So Pſal.102.13. 16. in 
| which Scripture Z:oz mult reſpe& the Goſpel Charch, which the Lord ſhall build 

when he appears 1n hs glory. Tt is the Goſpel Church that ( Zech.2.7.) dwells with 

the Daughter of Babylon, Gal.4.26. Chap. 3. 29. Eph. 2.14. which with many 
other Scriptures doth clearly demonſtrate, theſe Titles are moſt rruly ro be apply- 
ed ro the Goſpel! Church, and thoſe that deny this, muſt exclude the Goſpel 

Church from the benefit of rhe greateſt part of the Promzſes in Scripture; and 

though this may ſeem to cur off the Jewes from their Priviledges: yet it will rather 

and more truly inveſt them therein upon a more Noble account, when they ſhall 
cometo embrace the Meſſias 3 and thus much to this Objection. 
I ſhall now come to ſpeak of Two Scriptures, that are ſpecially inſiſted upon, 

by thoſe who expect the Work to begin among the Jewes : the one in cha 4. 8. 

Hnto thee O Tower of the Flock, , ſhall come the firſt Dominion,c#c, If this ſhould 
| bereferred to the Naturall Seed of Abraham: it can only reſpeR the two Trrbes, 
' to wit, Judah and Benjamin: and all that may be gathered in this matter from rt, 
) is, that rhe K1#gdons ſhall come to the two Tribes, before the Ten, which will much 
agree with other Scriptures; bur it will not follow from theScope of the Spir:t 
, mthe words, that the K:ngdom ſhall not rake place, and be in being among 
y the Gerti/e Saints before irs Dominion comes to the two Tribes, becauſe they 
muſt have the firſ# Dominion, before the orher tex Tribes, The other Scripture 
is Zech, 12.7, The Lord ſhall ſave the Tents of Judahy firft, that the glory of 
the Houſe of David, and the glory of the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem do not magnfie 
them, elves agarnft Judah. By Judah or the Tents of Julah, 1 underſtand the 8 
Tribes ind] by the glory of the Houſe of David,and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
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the Tex Tribes; For the Glory was, to have & Ten Tribes in conjunftion with 
the Two, abiding with the Houſe of David; but when the Tex Tribes revolted,the 
Kingdom was rent, and the Glory of the Houſe of David, ani the Inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem went off; and that the Tex Tribes might not magmfy themſelves againlt 
the 7 wo Tribes, who ( Hoſea. 11. 12.) Ruled with God and was faithful with the 
Saints long after the revolr of the Tex: the Lord will (in the Latter day ) ſave 
the ewo Tribes first, which is all that can be gathered in this matrer from this 
Scripture, and it will not prove that the K:ngdoms ſhall firlt rake place or begin 
amongſt the naturall Seed of Abraham ; bur I ſhall add no more to this, but 
come to ſpeak to the third particular relating to the Time of this Work tang 
place, andto that I ſhall lay down this Poſition, 

Poſition, That the Work, of deſtroying the Fourth, and ſetting up the Fifth 
K ingdom is begun, and hath taken place amongst us in this Iſle of great Brita'n, 
And in entering upon the proof of this, I thall for the ma.ing way, preſent ſom? 
particular Contiderations, 

As firſt, That the Beaſ# with the Seven Hea!s and Ten Hornes, mentioned, 
Kev. 17. andalſo the Whore mentioned in the ſaine Chapter,have their Riſe, Seat, 
Domimon,and Reign, in this part of the Wo. 1d called Exrope, where the Roman, 
or Fourth Kingdom had its place, beforezat, and lince the commg of Chrift in the 
fleſh: and though the R:ſe, and Nature of the Power is changed from the meerly 
Civ1il,co the grofle Antickriſtian or Mixed State, yer thoſe that will ſearch the 
Hiſtories, may' find, that Antichriſt hath taken and doth keep the ſame Territo- 
ries that were Felonging to the Civil State, ; 

The Second Conſideration is, That this Nation or the Power of this Iſle of Great 
Brittain, hath been accounted,and really i5,one of the Tex Hornes of the Beaſt, or 
Toes of the Image, and was joyned with the Antichrift14an Beaſt very ſoon, re- 
ceivins Power as 4 King one hour with him, according to Rev. 17. 12. and the 
Whore or falſe C hurch,hath been long mounted upon the Cewvil, or BeaFty Power 
in this Nation. It is now above one thouſand years, as hiſtory relates, ſince A#- 
guſtine the Aſonck was ſent over by the Pope inco this Nation, where he found 
oreat incouragement from the Civil Powers, which Satan had firted for his own. 
deſign of carrying the Whore ; Prou1 Auguſtine (for ſo he is called)dorh forth- 
with ſettle the National Church, and mounts it upon the C:vil Power, tobear up: 
& maintainit, and many abominrable wicked Lawes, were made to Anſwer the De- 
vils defien in the upholding,and maincaining this Whor:!/h National Church: at the 
ſetting up whereof, there are found ſome Faithful Chriſtians in the Nation, 
which ſo far as we may credit Hiſtory, were ſome remainders of the fruits of the 
Miniſtry of Joſeph of Arimatheah, who is ſaid, was the firft Preacher of the joy- 
ful ſoun! of the Goſpel in this Iſland: and theſe Chrifiians nor falling down to, bur 
witneſſing againſt the Azt:chriſti;an Abomnations, which were brought in from 

Rome, and readily received in this Nation : Azg«ſt:ne becomes their great enemy, 
and (being of rhat Pop:i(h Ramp, that Thirfts after, and muſt be drunk, with the 
$1004 of the Saints ) thirſts afrer the blood of thoſe poor Chriſtians, who tor their 
fafery fed ro the Monntarns in Wales: but Auguſtine tho ough the help of the 
C:vil or Beaftly Power(as the beginning of the wickedreſs which God will rengesl 
oDramns 
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obtains his end, and drinks the Blood, or takes away the lives of thoſe Faithfull 
Martyrs of Jeſws, andio in ſhedding the blood of the Saints, the Beaſt, and the 
# hore were united rocerher in th's Nation,and tiierefore no wonder if PUP cleave 
ſo cloſe rogether (as at this day ) till the ve-gearce be accomplithed upon them. 
This proud Anugu5t ine being Ordained and ſeat by the Pope, ( whole power is deri- 
ved from Hell ) Or..ains and Settles, Biſkops,an1 Archb;kops, who Ordaine the 
National Miniſtry, and ſertle them 1n ther retpeStive Pars, hes, and this by ſuc- 
ceflion, hath continued co this cay, and is the Ord:ation fo much pleaded for in 
this Nation, 

The Third Conſideration is, That the Toe, or Horne, or that part of the Beaſty 
Power in Brittain wh'ch carrieth the whore, according to the National Conttitu- 
tion, Was made up with, and did conhit of, K 1a8, Lords, and Commons. 

The Fourth Conſi.eration is, That 1t 13 rhe proper Work of the Stone or K ng- 
dom, mentioned Dan.2. to Smie and Break theſe Toes, or Hornes, and ſo by its 
Government co fill up the room thereof. Having layd down theie things, I thall 
proceed to the proof of the Aſſertion, to wit, That the Work, is begun. 

Firſt, The YYVork that is only properfor the Stoxe to do (to wit, the brea- 
king of the Toes, or Hornes) hath taken place inthis Natioa ; The Horn or Toe 
of this Nation (to wit) K:»gy Lor1s, and Commons, is broken,though not yer ac- 
cording to Dan. 2. 35. mae 4s the C baſfe if the Summer threjhing Flower . Not 
only the K:ng, but K:ngſhip and Peerage 1+ broken : and not only the Commons, 
bur the very Foundation of their Conſtitution from the Nation is broken, and God 
bath for ſeveral years been witneſſing againſt ir. I need not ſpeak further to the 
proof of this, if we forget not the things which our Eyes have ſeen, Dent.4.9. It is 
Matter of Mourning that this Gezeration(like [[rael of old,eicher underſtood nor 
or elſe have forgotten the werkes of Go, andirt 1s no wonder if God deſtroy them, 
and not build them up, Pſal. 28. 5. Pal. 106.7. 13. Though the Stone mult 
break the Horne,or Toe: it 1s not ſaid that it ſhould be done at on2 blow, or two: 
and therefore if God ſhould ſuffer Kg, Lords, and Commons to rally again in 
this Nation, it may not be ſaid that the-»ork;hathnor beenamong us 3 for ſeeing 
the S:9xe may nor do it at one, or two blows, the Lord may gather and pre- 
pare them for the Second,or rather the Third tiroke, till he make them as the ChaFe 
and the; be carried away with the win, 

The #ork in this Nation did not end in ſm3:t1g the Horn, for the Kingdom 
and Goverment of Chr1ijt did take place in 1cs rome. When the remainder of 
the Long Parliament was by the anſwer of the Faith and Prayers of the Lords 
People with an eminent hand of God broken : the undoubred right co the T hroze 
being Chriſts (who had obtained it by his $ worl, and Bow, as the fulfilling of 
many promiſes, & Propheſies of Sc:iprure,) the $a:nts (whoſe R:ght under Chriſt 


It is) upon the Accoxnt, and on the behalf of Je/#s Chriſt, did not onely rake, 


bur come into the poſſeſs:0n of the Krgdom : for by a ſpeciall hand of God, many 
of the Saints upon the breach of the Parliament (before mentioned) were ſent 
for from ſeveral parts of this F rw, (who found the Lord ſtirring up their hearts) 
to come to Receive, and Poſſeſſe che Government for Chriſt their King, and ac- 
co:dingly, when they were come together at Whitehall, the Government was de + 
!ivered 
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livered to them, and they (or at leaſt many of them) zecerved it upon the avowed 
account of the Son of God , as the anſiver of the Faith, and Prayer, of many 
of the Lords enlightned ones, as alſo by the joynrt conſent of both Armies, and 
Navy which God had wonderfully uſed in his ork, and this word Dar.2,44. 
was then cited in the de/1vering of the Government to chem , the Kingdom (hall 
ot be left to other People ; but for a full underſtanding of theſe pallages and pro- 
ceedings,I refer you 10 Cromwels ſpeech made to the perſons above menrioned ar 
Whitehall, which ſpeech is Printed in A Book called the Fifth Kingdom aſſerted 
12 oppoſition to the Beaſts. | 
Now this peofle being come together upon Chr:ſts account, the firſt thing 
they do, they keep a day of tolemn Prayer to the Lord for his preſence with 
them in his Work, in which day the Lord was much ſeen amonglt them as a pre- 
cious welcome at their coming together : But although they were all Called as 
men fearing God, yet there 1s found ſeveral perſons amongſt them, thart either 
through ignorance, or wicked craft, prove great obſtructers of the // ork of the 
Lord, and prevail, for the call:zng that Aſſembly by the name of a Parliament, 
with ſome other Paſſages, that were not agreeable ro the K:nglom of Chriſt, 
which at this day proves a ſtumbling Block to ſome : but by the good hand of 
God, Kingdom Light did increaſe among that Aſſembly, yea the Spzrit of the 
Kingdom, grew,and appeared openly, and the falſe Spirit fell before it ; the A4n- 
tichriſtian Miniſtry were diſcountenanced and not calledin to Pray among them 
as they expeCted ; The Lawyers trade alſo began to fall, for in ſtead of the abo- 
minable Laws,and Heatheniſh book s,the Bible was looked into,8& the Law of God 
ſearched after 3; 4 new Boly or Model of the Law was Vored, by which the Old 
muſt needs fall ; The Conrt of C hancery was Vored down 3 A Yore alſo paſſed, 
rending to the throwing down of Tithes, by which the Antichriſtian Miniſtry 
was like to fall ; The Power of Patrons for preſentations to the /iv1ngs of rhe 
Antichriſtian Church was taken away 3 The oppretling craft and gaiz of 
the Lawyers and National Mimftry being ſo like to fall : they be(tir chem- 
ſelves, and endeavour to engage the Corrapt Party in that Aſſembly, (and 'rom- 
well with his Officers) to ſtand by them for the keeping up their Trade : rhe 
fþrrit of the Apoſtacy being got into Cromwell and many of his great Officers 
(who had forgotten or little minded their /»gagemerts to the Lord at Dunbar, 
and Worceſter in the day of their ſtrezghts : when they reſolved ro proſecute the 
very things, which that Aſſembly were a doing, if the Lord would own,and deli- 
ver them 1n thoſe difficulc hours)they very readily joyn with the Zazballats,and 
Tobiahs of the day,to canſe the Work of the Lord to ceaſe,and as much as in them 
lay to turn it back. The Lord for gracious ends, and that the York might anſiver 


the Types, and Propheſies that went before of it, permits the Apoſtacy to take 


place, and Cromwell ( ]adas like) entertains meetings with the Prieſts, Lawyers 
and Corrept Party of that Aſſembly,and communes with them how he might be- 
cray this Righteous Canſe,and the proflers of Hoxany , and Greatreſs, like the 
thirty preces of filver to Julas, (as his ations have clearly manifeſted) did pur 


him upon this abominable Treachery, and forthwith rhat wicked Inſtrument of 


Government was prepared, and falſe ſcandalous reports, and reproaches raiſed 
zgainft, and caſt upon the faithfrl! Members of that Aſſembly thereby to m_— 
| them 
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them od:ous to the Army and Nation, yea to their Brethren , (which was the 
very way that the Martyrs were formerly brought to ſuffering, yea Chriſt hin- 


| ſelf by the wickedneſs of that Gexeratios did thus ſuffer) as perſons that would 


—_ — 
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deſtroy Magiſtracy, Miniſtry, Laws, ard Propriety 3 It is true they were for 
deltroying the Magiftracy, Mimſtry, Laws, and Propriety of Antichriſt, bur 
did own, and witnets to, the Magftracy Mimſtry , and Laws of Chriſt, with 
Propriety according to thoſe Laws : wh'ch mutt be the Salvation of this poor 
Iſland , if there be any left for it ; upon theſe reproaches many were ready to cry 
out as they did of Pau! Atts 22.22. away with ſuch fellowes from the Earth 
for it 15 not fit that they ſhould Ive. 

The Spirit of Apoſtacy having made its Party, and engaged the Corrupt Party 
of that Aſſembly, the day was appointed for breaking them up, and thereby the 
crucifying of the dear Cauſe of Chriſt 3 the day being come Cromwell repaires 
to rhe place appointed,(to wit Whrtehall)and that Corrupt Party of rne Aſſembly, 
to the Place of their fittin? at 7 eſtminſter betimes in the morning before the 
uſual time of meeting - where being come : One of them begins wich prayer or 
ſomewhat like it, fixing his eye upon tne door till the Speaker came, and by 
that time he cafne in, (though the deſign was privately carryed, yet) there was 
ſo many of the friends of C hriſts precious Cauſe come in, as that they durſt 
not venture their 7reacherous, and wicked deſign upon a Vote, bur diſorderly and 
in confuſion, took up the ace, and went away to Wh:tehall where pretended- 
ly they delivered up the Government to Cromwell, I ſa; pretendedly. 

Firſt, Becauſe in reality the Government was not theirs ro deliver up, bt 
Chr:iſts, upon whoſe accompt it was obtarxed, and recerved, and ſo they could 
not really deliver 1t up. 

Secondly, If the Aſſembly who had received it, could have delivered ic up, 
this a& was neither done by Yote in, nor agreement of the Aſſembly , but by a 
company of Rebell:ous diſorderly perſons diſpoſſeſſing and putting themſelves out 
of that Aſſembly,( who had recerved,and did poſleſſe the Government for Chrift) 
and having 1o put themſelves our, had no more Power, or Right of Goverment tv 
deliver to Cromwelk : then Cromwell or any other perſons at that time had, ro 
deliver to them : yea a company Of fellowes that had met in the ſtreet , mighr 
have gone to Cromwell and delivered as much Authority or Right of Govern- 
ment tO him, as they did : but the undoubted A4xt hority being with Chr:/# the 
King of Nations, nnder him it did reſt with thoſe that remained in the 4/- 
ſembly, keeping the Place and following the # ork, which the Lord had called 
them to, and ſet them in, who had clearly made an eminent deciſion betwi xt cat- 
tell, and cattel, the corrupt Party of the Aſſembly going forth, and the 
Faithful Friends to Chriſt and his Caxſe remaining together ; and though 
Cromwel and his Officers had owned the Government £0 relt in that Aſſembly up- 
on the Avowed Account of the Sox of Gol ; yer ſo bold and Wicked, were they 
now become, as they ſent Col. Goffe and Lieut. Col. White, with Soxldiers,(pre- 
ſumptuouſly ſetting themſelves againſt the very Sox of Ged,ro withſtand his King 
dom, and interrupt the exerciſe of his Government in the hands of his People whom 
he had Called, and by rich Grace ſeperated from the treacherous dealers, and kept 
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together in the Aſſembly,afrer the Corrupe Party, (before mentioned) was cone 
forth) which bold Apoſtates came into the Aſſembly, and by force of Arms turned 
then out : and ( romwel being ſet up by the Prieſts, Lawyers, and his trecherous 
Army, Aſſumes ( and exatts b1n1elt m) the Throze, which before he had declared 
did belong to Chriſt 3 And thus the Lord didpermit a Stop to be put unto, and a 
Death to come upon the Glor1075 Work, & C anſe of Chriſt, and the A poſtac 7 vitt= 
bly to break forth,and take place in the midſt of us, and ſo a turning back to Ba- 
bylon, building again the things which the Lo:d had deſtroyed, wherein he had uſed 
ſome of the Apottates as inttruments: Alſo the many Flattering Titles,and wicked 
Addreſſes that were afterwards given and made, firſt to Cromwel the great Apo- 
ftate, and then to his Sox, by the Officers and Souldters of the (formerly F amore 
and Yiitorious,but now Revolting,and 7 1e-ſerving) Army, andby many of the 
Churches and eminent Charch-Officers and Members, yea by the generality of all 
Sorts and Rarkes of Men, (except 4 poor deſpiſed Kemnant, that were mourning 
over, and witnetſing for the precious Cazſe of Chriſt) the many printed Books, 
and Papers that are {till extant, do abundantly thew. 

I ſhall forbear to add, bur come to the Second Ground, to ſhew, That the Work 
of the Fifth Kingdom ts begun,and as theſe Workes that have been done: So in the 
Second place, the extraordinary way by which it hath been effected, may diſcover 
it to be the very Work of the Frfth King:lom. This Y York (according to Scrip- 
ture )being to be known by the extraordinary appearances of God in ir, lt is called 
The Kingdom which the God of Heaven ſhalt ſet up, Dan. 2. 44. and thoſe thar 
ſpeak of < G lory,mult alſo talk of the Power of this Kingdom, Pſa. 145.11. by 
which Power, I underſtand theextraordinary appearance of God in accompliſhing 
the Work of ſetting up the Kingdom as 1n the coming up out of *gypt: ſo in 
this Y York God will ſhew, and do, great and marvelous things, Micha 7, 18. 
Joel 2.21. and very many Scriptures ſpeak after this manner, Now that the Work 
in this 1Nazd hath been ſo done, even by an extraordinary Hand, or Power: look 
back as far as the old Paritant day, in which the Power of God was eminently ſeen 
in preſerving them, andowning their Farth,and Prayer, to the overthrowing that 
oreat Mountaine Of the Biſhops, and che reſt of thar Antich:iſtian, ' prſcopal 
Traine,that were imbodyed with them , and the Call:»g ot the Parliament upon 
the cor ing in of the Scozs , and then come down ro the War berwixt the King 
and Parliament ; The King havirg the greatelt part of rhe Neb:lity, Gentry, 
VViſcom, Riches, old Souldiery, and Commoralty of the Nation with him , and 
how incorf{iderable the Parliament,and their Forces were to him; But though rhe 
Work of the Kingdom lay as it were under groin i (or like a Wheele within the 
Wi heele, hard to be diſcerned, or like David whillt i Sauls Army ) yer it being the 
Work that God was about to do, in this /atter day, did carry the day in Great 
Power 3 and though men had their various deſigns, yer God had his defign alſo : 


Selling of Joſep into Egypt, Gen. 45. 5. wich Chap. 56. 20, So in the Crucifying 
of Chriſt, and divers of the like patſages rhat might be named. And then come 


co the New Model of the Army 1n the year 1645. Firſt, by what an eminent 
| hand was that matrer carryed in the Hex/e againſt the very Spirit of both Parlia- 
| 722u 


and both in the ſame a&, Several ſuch inſtances there are inthe Scrifxture, as the .l 
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met and Nation, Secondly, how was it carried alſo againſt the very Spirit of the 
Army, ſeverall hundreds of the Officers were turned our, and ſome that were ve- 
ry eminent; and in their Roomes,were pur poor Interiour, inconfiderable perſons , 
who were prefer'd upon the account of their being ſuch as Feared the Lord, (that 
being then the received principle, to imploy men in places o: tre Rt that feared the 

Lord) from which day there was a very eminent and powerfull preſence of God in 

and with the 4197); Time would faile me to inkiſt upon the particulars to ſhew 
how God appeared in an extraordinary way at Naſeby Fight , and the eminent 
Victories obreined inthe /7eſt, and in the North parts of the Nation , after the 
new Modell. Then core to the Second Warr when Hamileton came into Erg- 
land with the Scottz[h Army, Conbfifting of near 27000 men 3; alſo howGod ap- 
apeared 1n an extraordinary way in the Victories obteined in Kent, andin YFales 
and at Preſton, and Colcheſter , art moſt or all which places the Enemy in number 
was three ro one againſt us; Alſo the Eminent Hand of God in the Service in [re- 
{and , when that Nation was almoſt ſwallowed up by the Enemy , God appeared 
with an onr-ſtretched arme , ard wrought for his holy name ; In the next place 
come to the Warr with Scor/and.which was Stated and undertaken upon Chr:/f's 
Account, in which Warr. God made.his power to be known ; when our Army was 
brought very low in a.ſtrange Nation, and Compaſled inby the Eenemy, with an 
Army of about 27000 beſides the whole Nation on their fide. - and we haveing a 
poor,weakyfickly Army,ſcarce Nine Thouſand that were in a Capacity of fighting, 
then did Gog- appear z» the Monnt 3 and in a ſhort time after the Army , 
Nation, and Garriſens of the Scots by an out-ſtretched Arme of the Lord were 
brought under 3 1 forbear to mention how God broke the defigne of the Seors 
K1#g, and his Army, when they were forced ro quit Scor/and, and with high ex- 
pectations of great things from rhis Nation, (who like 1ſrae/ of old, Sam. 8.6.19- 
are generally very eager fora Kg) came to /Yorceſter and there were over- 
thrown 3 Then come to the Eminent Hand of God thar was ſeen (as formerly) in 
the Garbleing :: ſonow in the Breakzng and Rootzng up the Old Parkament with 
the very Foundation of their Conſtitution. which was the laſt part . of the [mage 
Government; And though the Y//ork of the Lord was carried on before under rthar 
Parliament, yet it muſt alſo break them, as they were a part of the Horve, Da- 
vid after he was firſt Azornted did fight the Bartels in $ auls Army , and as the de- 
hgne, ſo the power of God was Eminently with him in the work 3 but afterwards 
Davids Kingdome was exalted over Sauls Kingdome, and brake down his Hoxſe, 
for (0 had God ſpaken, 2 Sam. 15. 28. that the Kingdome' ſhould be taken from 
Saul; And Saxl knew that ſo long as the Son of Jefſe was upon the gronnd, his 
Kingdome could not be eſtabliſhed, 1 Sam.20. 31, This is to be noted that Da- 
v1d, 1 Sam. 18.7. had the preheminence of Sax! in the Battel/s, even whilſt 
ne foughtin Sauls Army ; Now that Old Parliament being broken upon the 
| Account of Chrit,that his Government might take place : by this breach an end 
Was put to the National Conft:tution, or to any Power or Authority that mighr- 
ariſe from the Nat ion as a Nation, bur the right is brought ro Chrzſt , whoſe 1n- 
deed it is, for he is K ing of Nations, and (under him} it is given tothe Saints, 
Who muſt poſſeſs the'Kingdome, Dan. 7.27. 18, and therefore it is no aired 
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that all this tire of the 4poſtacy, the Apoſtates could make nothing Rzfe from 
the Natienall Conſtitution, or it they did, could not make it Sr42d #p, but it hath 
been like a man when his life is gone from him, and che Day of the Lord according 
to [ſa. 2. 16. hath been «pon all their pleaſant Piftyres, Then come to the 
VVar with Holard, and call over the Records which do abundantly manifelt | 
how eminently God Wronght and made his Wenders to be known in the Deeps,yea 
both VVind and Sea obeyed him in that Warr. As to the Eminent Hand of God 
imrthe Call of that Little Aſſembly , I ſhall not ſpeak ofit in this place , having | 
ſpoken to it in the Firlt Ground; but upon the whole 1 may otic this Second 
Ground with theſe Scriptures, N#7.23.23. According to this time it ſhall be ſa;d 
of Iſrael, and Jacob , what hath God wrought ? compared with , Pſal. 4o. 5. 
Pſal. 78. 4. & 107.8. & 111. 4. alſo Pſal. 75. 1. that his name ts neere his 
wonderous works declare, . And though this Generation as Demt.4. 9g. have for- | 
get the things that their eyes have ſeen : yer Gcdin much mercy makes theſe | + 
Won.:erfull 4 o;ks as pretious tood to a poor Deſpiſed Remmant , that are witneſs | | 
ng to, and waitivg for the Reſurre&ion of the Glorious Cauſe of Chrift . Pſal, | | 
74. 14 & 111. 243z4. Compared with v. 5. Pſal.46, 8. Come behold the works of | 
the Lord,&c : Hol. 14.9, who ſo 15 wiſe, and be ſhall underſtand theſe things, &Cc: | - 
Iſay. 51. 9, 10. Awake, Awake O Arme of the Lord , as in Ancient dayes , art | - 
not thou it, Kc. i 
.The7 hirdGround which may further mamwifeſt that the Work of this K:»edome hath 
taken place,is,from the Cauſe that was Srated,and Lajed in the Bottom as the Fonn- 
datioz of the Quarrell, upon which the great Horks have been wrought, and Vidto- | 
ries obtained : and that hathbeenrhe Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt in oppoſition to rhe 
Kingdome of Antichriſt and as the Day , 1o the Light hath increaſed ; Firſt , 
againſt Pozery and Prelacy , net only againſt their wicked praCtices, bur againſt the 
Foundation of their ſtanding.as Arztichriſtian ; and though there was then bur lit- 
tle Light in the vifble X:»gdowe of Chrift, yer there was ſo much as the Lord ſaw 
needfull for that day. Secondly, in the beginning of che Wars, which outwardly 
to menappeared to be betwixt the Kg and Parlament, but in the Bottoms ( as 
thoſe who had the Light of that Day may remember) was betwixt Chriſt and Ant:- 
chriſt; and many of the people of God rook up Armes in Judgment and Conſcience 
upon the account of C href, and went co the help of the Lord againſt the mighty , 
although ir was bur a dark Day,and a day of ſmall things ; Bur by that time we 
came to the Warr with Scet/and , there was a good meaſure of K:ngdome Light 
given down, and ſprung up , though it ras not upon all rhar were engagedin tne | 9 
ar, but only ſome few to whom the Lord was pleaſed ro manifelt it ; and | 
through this Z:ght the Cauſe came more clearly to be ſtared in publique view,and | '! 
then the ground upon which the late Kizg and his Monarchy was taken off, is | / 
publickly afferted by the Army, (who were the moſt eminent outward [ſtr | 
ments in the Work) to be upon the account of Chriſt, as may appeare by a Letter 
from the Officers of the Army at their march for Scotland , diredted to the reſt of 
the Ar that remained at their Owarters in Exgland 3 and alloby their Declare 
t:on when they were come to /Mnſcleborough in Scotland. This Canſe comes yet 
n:ore clearly tobe Stated, and Owned in the Breach of the Old Parliament, and is 
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| itzthat this Y York hath the promiſe of the Spirit ina fpecial manner delong 
| it;and now that a meaſure of this $pzr:t hath been given down for L:ght,w: ſdom, 


| evident to, and ewned 
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laid in the Bottom (by thoſe that were Azoimted for, and had the Light of thar 
day) as the Ground upon which they were Broken, and alſo as a farther manifeſta- 
tion of this, the Kingdom of Chriſt being to take place next to the Image Govern- 
ment and thar being broken, the Little Aſſembly was called, and the Government 
delivered to them upon the Avewed Account of the Son of God; Alſo inthe 
Stating and Carrying on the War with Holland,the Faith,and Prayer for the Suc- 
ceſle in that War, was (by thoſe that had the Lrght ) upon the account of the 
Kingdom of C hriſt ; theſe things are evident and may further appear by a Letter 
from the Ofhcers at Whitehall ro Lt. Gen. Fleetwood, and the reſt of the Of- 
ficers in Ireland upon the Breach of the Old Parliament, and alſo by Cromwel; 
Speech to the Lutle Aſſembly ſhewing their Call to be #pox the account of Chriſt; 
and alſo rhe proceedings of the Aſſembly, and Comncil, and the Commirtee of 
Admiralty in the managing of that War with Holland; The Lettey to Ireland, 
and the Letter (before mentioned) to thoſe of the Army that remained in Exg- 
land, the Muſcleborongh Declaration, and Cromwels $ peech, are all Printed 
together in the Book, before-mentioned called The K:ngder of Chriſt, or Fifth 
K 1»gdom 1n oppoſition to the Kingdom of the Beaſt , and is Sold at the Crows in 
Popes-Head Ally. The Grounds upon which the enli-hened Part of the Little 
Aſſembly did Ac , and Own their fitting do alſo clear the Cauſe to to be ſtared 
for Chriſt againſt Antichriſt. 

The Fourth Ground to cleat this Aſſertion, 1s from the Anointine, a Meaſure 
whereof hath been given down in,&for the accompliſhing of the Work & by which 
it hath been done. And fir/# that there is an An0:ntrng reſerved for,and promiſed ro 
this Work of the Fifth Kingdom,yea that the Work 1s to be done by the Anornine 
(rhough nor without the ute of /»ſtr#ments}conlider [ſa.10.27.which ſpeaking of 
che Latter day Work,and of Zong deliverance;ſaith, That the yoke [hall be broken off 
becatſe of the Anointing alſo Iſ4r.28. 6. ſpeaking- of this York ſaith : The Lore 
ſhall be far a Spirit of Judgement to them that ſit in Julgement, and for ſtrength 
ro them that turn the Battel tothe Gate. Alſo Haggar 2.5. My Spirit remainetb 
among you fear ye not 3 though this word in the Eemer may relate te the Build: 
of the Temple ; yet that Fork being Typical to this Glorious YYork of the Lat- 
ter day, this promiſe of the Spzrit, doth moſt properly reſpe& this Latter day 
V Pork, ; So Zech.4.6.Not by might,nor by Power but by my Spirit, &c, The word 
(upon rhe forementioned ground) may alſo be applyed to this York of the 
Fifth Kingdom, lai. 59.19.21. when the enemy ſhall come 11 like a flood the Spirit 
of the Lord ſhall pat bs zo fight, &c. Theſe and ſeveral other pens do clear 

onging t6 


ftrength,and courage in the Work which hath been done among us,hath been very 
wany who have been emptoyed therein, and alſo to ſe- 
veral Beholders,yea God hath wreſted,a Teſtimony to the truth of this out of the 
mouths of the very ezemies themſelves, and alchough (through the Apoſtacy) ma- 
ny have loſt that ſpirit, the An9:»ting , being gone of from them , (as it went 
trom Saul chrough his wickedneſs) yet through «»ſpeakgable grace, there are ſome 
Who ( being yet preſerved for the King ) _— fill a meaſure of it remaining meh 
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them 3 Many things might be inſtanced to ſhe that there was of this Anointing 


viven down in the YYork which did help the [»ſframents over the many Mou. 
rains Of difficulties, and oppoſittons thar ftood in the way , and through this, the 
enemy Was much daunted and their Y/:{dom, and Councels confounded and tre; 
;to fooliſhneſs,and made to them like the Conncels of Achitophel, and this through 
poor, weak, and contemptible Inſtruments ; this ſpirit did not onely reſt upon ſeme 
of the leading Perſons and others of the Arwzy : but upon many of the Charches, 
and People of God, who were by Faith, and Prayer made as Prizces in rhe 
YYoerk; But I ſhall leave this to the Conſciences of thoſe who in the fear of the 
Lord may look back to the things that their eyes have ſeen, and call ro mind the 
days of old, which may ſpeak much more to them (if thery conſcrenses through the 
A poſtacy be not ceared) then Iam able to expreſle. ; 

Bur it is obje&ed,that zf they ever had had the Anointing it would have remained 
upon them, but ſeveral of them have proved Apoſtates, and diſcovered themſelves 
to be wicked men, yea the moſt eminent Leaders in the VVork ; and this proves a 
ſtumbling block toſome of the Lotds precious People, who are ready to conclud? 
and ſay (as to this /Vork) that the Lord is not among #5. 

Anſw. There is a Twofold A the one peculiar to trxe Believers, by 
which they are convinced of fin, and enabled to be/zeve oz Chriſt for the ſalvation 
of their ſouls, as Jeh.16.8. Rom.g.g. and Gel. 5.22. The fruit of the Spirit is 
Faith; The Second is proper to thoſe whom the Lord Calls, and imployes in ſome 
peculiar or extraordinary YYork, either for Propheſie,as Num 24.2. The Spiritof 
God came upon Balaan ; Or tor War as Judg. 6.34. The Spirit of the Lord came 
pox or clethed Gideon ; The like of $ paw A Jadg.14.19. Orfor the execution of 
Juſtice, Judgement, and Vengeance upon the enemies of the Lordzas that of Jehy, 
2 King. 9.and tenth Chapters 3 Or for ſome ſpecial Buulding VVork as Iſa. 45.1, 
Compare 2 Chroz.36.23, Cyres is called Gods Amnornted, allo Exod.z 1.3.6, Or 
for Rule and Government {0 1t was upon Sarl, and through fn (as before was men- 
tioned) came off from-him, 1 Sam. 16.13.14. The Spirit of the Lord departel 
from Saul,and came upon David, and an evil fpirit was upon Savl. 

This Second part of the Anointing under the ſeveral Heads of it before men- 
tioned, may be upon Fypocrites, and men in their xatural Eſtate, as by Balaam, 
Saul, Jehn,and others may appear, and this Amonmting may either depart or be 
caken from them through ſin or when the YYork for which it was given is ac- 
compliſhed. _ 

The Firſt part of the Anoineivg whereever it 15 in truth received , though 
through fin it may be grreved, quenehed, and the operation of it nor diſcerned, anc 
rhe comforts of it much raken away, yer it remains as 4 well of water ſpringing u 
to everlaſting Life, Joh. 4. 14.chap. 14.16. and if this d:/t:»tt:0» in the Anont- 
7ng, be obſerved; and rightly underſtood, it will nor be accounted an oyning of 
thar corrupt Principle of Fallig from grace : to ſay, That by the Apoſtacy, tix] 
tirit is departed from ſmch who were anointed for, and uſed in the VVork which 
the Lord hath. done among us 3 anditis no wender to behold at this day, that 
many of the people of God in the Army and Chnrches have: loft their frengh 
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though they themſelves cannot ſee it 5 yea how did the Great Xen of the 
Army, (who were formerly very famens for Zeal, and Conrage,) manifeſt 
themſelves to be like wer of might who had loft theix hands, and like Princes 
whole ſpirits were cut off, (Plal. 76. 5. 12.) when the. pretended Old Par- 
liament returnd to their #ſurpation at VYeſtminſter , and if this diſtin&ti- 
on in the Anointing be kept to, it may fully aniwer -the obje&ion; And 
though it ſhould be concluded that Cromwell, and divers others imployed 
in the Y/York,, were withor t the truth of grace in their ſouls (which thing 
I leave to the Lord) yet it-cannot follow from thence that the YYork they were 
imployed in, was not the ork, of the Fifth Kingdom, for as hath been ſhewed, 
God doth ſometimes Call and An0:»t unconverted perſons to his Work, Ir is ſaid 
of wicked Jeh# 2 Kings 10. 30. That he did well, and did that whichwas right in 
Gods eyes, yea and according to all that was 14 Qods heart; therefore it may not be 
ſaid, that the Work was not the Work of the Kingdom, or that Cromwell was not 
Anointed for that Work becauſe he ſo wickedly turned afide,and dyed in his Apoſta- 
cy 3 Nay the Lord may avenge the very blood of the King with his Nobles, and 
that wicked Generation,upon the Houſe of Cromwel,and the Apoſtates of his Army, 
together with the very Congregations that have turned aſide with them 1n, and not 
Wicneſled againſt the Apoſtacy; Though this may be accounted raſh Judemenr,yer 
it will be no more then is ſaid in Hoſea 1. 4. concerning the Hoxſe of Jehu and 
Ahab, For yet a little while ſaith the Lord, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel 
(to wit, the Houſe of Ahab, which were (lain by Jehx in Jezreel, 2 Kings 11. 30. 
and Chap. 10. 11.) #ponthe Houſe of Jehn,ſo that God accounts Jehs guilty of 


. the Blood of Ahabs Houſe, which muſt needs be through the wickedneſs of Jehx: 


the Judgment of the Lord executed by him upon. che Houſe of Ahab, being righ- 
reous, Ler the Apoſtates to whom this may come, Read, and Tremble, at this 
Y Pord, analet them not think that they [wer for Righteouſneſs ſa :e,if God come 
to avenge the blood (which hath been ſhed in the lare quarrel) pox them that have 
ſo turned from and denyed the Canſe of Chrift, which is the only ground to juſti- 
fie all our proceedings, in knocking oft the Horne of the Beat in this I/land ; and 
though Cromwell in all the Work that he did might ſeek his own ends, and keep his 
[dolls irrhis heart, Yet that will not leflen the force of this Argument (ro wir ) 
That the Toak hath been broen becauſe of the auornting; if the proceedings of Jehu 
in the Lords Work be conſulred, we may find much of that in him,.to wit, ſeeking 
himſelf, and keeping his Idolls, 2 Kings 10. 31. I ſhall not ſpeak further of chat 
extraordinary Aronting, Which was upon Cromwell and many others, in Part;- 
ament, Army and Navy, by which chey were pf ba forth abovezand beyond theic 
own Spirits in the Work, which makes it very evident that the Work, hath been 
done, not by the Might or Power of Man, but by the Sprr:t of the Lord, though 
all chart were employed in the Work, had not. the Azo:zt:,g.z Not all that were 
with David in the V York, but Himſelf, and his //orthies, with ſome others had 
the Azointingfor it 3 All the Men of Tſachar had nor the Ano:mting,to underſtand 
the times, but it reſted with the Heads of them who had all their Brethren at their 


Command, 1 Chro, 12. 32. from theſe and divers other inſtances, it may appear,, 
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that the ordinary way of the Lord hath ner been to An0z»t all, bur only ſome of 


Ahem that have been imployed in his great Y/York, 


The F*fth Ground to prove that the ork hath taken place in chis Nation, may 
be caken from the many Revolutions and Overturniags that have attended all the 
pretended Governments, and Governours, that have been in this Natzon, fince the 
interruption of the exerciſe of the Government of Chriſt in the hands of his People 
in the Little Aſſembly before mentioned 3 Ir is evident that chey have been ſuch 
Revelations as haye not been known 1n former days, though feiy confiders the 
Cauſe of it 3 There have none come up upon the Srage to #ſ/#rp the Power, that 
haue gone off without a brand upon them of Gods diſpleaſure, Now that ſuch 
chings mult be when the Day of the Lord,or Kingdom of C hri#t takes place in the 
World; Conſider, Firſt,that word in [/a. 3. ſpeaking of-che Day in which the Lord 
alone ſhall be exalted, which mult reſpe& rhe Day of his Kingdom, faith in Verſe 
16. The day of the Lord ſhall be upon every pleaſant pittare, which I underſtand ro 
be thoſe pretended Governments,which (hall be Set #p, when the great Powers, or 
the [mage Government is broken; and further in Verſe 18. the [dols ſhall be utterly 
aboliſhed; which as I underſtand reſpe&s the ſame with Verſe 16 ; It muſt be gran- 
red, that many pleaſant Pittures and [dols have been ſer up fince the Apo acy in 
this Nation, and it is moſt evident that the Day of the Lord hath been «por them, 
and like thar in 7/a. 8.9.10. the Apoſtates have Aſſociated, and Guirded th2mſelves 
#1:d taken Counſel, but all hath come to nathing except ſhame and contempt upon 
chemſelves, The Spirit ſpeaking Iſa. 27. 9. of the Latter day V York, when the 
Stones of the Altar muſt be broken a ſunder: holds forth, that there muſt be Groves, 
and Images,and endeavours uſed ro make them ſtand up; there hath been among us . 
many Groves and Images ſince the Apoſtacy,but that Word hath.been fulfilled, thar 
they ſhall not ſtand up, and though the Apoſtates have been ſeekzng deep to hide their 
Conncels from the Lord, yet the YVViſdom and Underſtanding of their VViſemen, 
hath been h:d & periſhed,and their turning of things upſide down,bath been efeemed 
45 the Potters Clay, Iſa. 29.14z15, 16. The Throxze or Government being given to 
tack is become too heavy for the ApoFFates to bear, bur rhey finke and wither 
under it. 

It is not unknown how Cromwell and his Family ſunk under it : they were wea- 
ker and weaker from the firſt day they came ro the Throze, till ic was taken away 
from them 3 the like of che Reliques of the Old Parliament , who though they 
came in with a high hand, yet ſoon withered and came to nothing but ſcorn and 
derifion, the like of the Army and their pretended Commuttee of Safety , and for 
theſe that are novv returned, and in the #ſ#rpatio» of the Throxe , and have the 
very ſpirit of the Nation with them, I do nor doubt , however they may carry it 
with a high hand, bur rhey ſhall ſhortly melt like wax before the fire , and ſhall be 
as {moak driven away, and made as Aſhes unger the Soles of the feet of thoſe that 
Favogr and Wait 1n atrue ſpirit for the Reſurre&ion of Chrifts Righteous Cauſe , 
rhough the Lord may for a time ſuffer them, yea and make them as the Aſſ5riaz 
Rod to execute the Stroke that 1s comming upon the Profeſſors of this Generation 
for their D:ſowning, Denying,yea and Crucifying the Righteous Cauſe of their dear 
King © 
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Kirg, Who through the ſhedding of his HA for then , deſerved other things at” 
their hands, 

I ſhall preſent one Scripture more to this Fifth Grownd,to wit Dar. 2.44. The 
Kingdome ſhall not be left to other people, The words do hold forth Two 
things. 

Fir t, That other people then Saints ſhall mahy attempts upon , and endeavuony te 
take,and keep this Kingdom after it hath taken place in the hands of the Saints. 

Secorndly,Though other people may endeavour to rake and poſſeſs it, yet it ſhall 
not be left tothem,or they thall not enjoy or poſſels ir, as the other Foure Monar- 
chies thar went before this K1ngdome, which were left ts other people. 

The Monarchy of the C haldees was left to the Medes and Perſians , and their 
Monaichy to the Grec:ans, and the Grecrians to the Romans, and the Romans 
ſhall be left to the Kingdom of Chriſt, whoſe Kingdome ſhall never be deſtroyed nor 
left to other people ; andit 15 manitelt char ſince this K:ngdoms hath taken place in 
the hands of the Sazmts, Other People have endeavoured and made great attempts 
to Take and Poſſeſs it: as Cromwell, the Army, the Reliques of the Old Parliament 
which God hath art ſeverall times Caſt ozt , and it is as cleare that the Kingdoms 
harh nor bee, neither is, /eft ro any of chem ; and chough the Family of the Srw- 
arts whom God hath poured Contempt #por and Rroken, have alſo endeavoured to 
rake the Kingdome,and for ought I know may come as neere to Obtarne and Poſſeſs 
it as Crowell or any of the forementioned {ſ/wrpers have dnne ; yet let them 
know, that the YYordof the Lord (hall Rand, nl the Kingdome ſhall not be left 
ro Other People then the Sarnts,who by grace are kept for Chriſt the King , and 
by Faith and Prajer, with the Y Vord of their Teſtimony, are helved to undermine, 
and bring down all che Groves and [mages, which the Treacheroxus Dealers have ſet 
up. 

"rhe S1xth Ground to prove that the Work of the Fifth Kingdome hath taken 
place, isfrom the Emment hand of Ged that hath been ſeen in preſerving thelives 
of thoſe which have been kept by Grace from the Apoſtacy, in a Te/timony for 
Chriſt againſt thoſe that have turned a/ide ſrom, and betray'd his Righteous Cauſe. 
It is not unknown that ever fance the Firſt day of the Apoſtacy the Lord hath had a 
Remnant which he hath kept,8 helped roFavoxr & Cleave to the Pretious though 
deſpiſed Cauſe of Chriſt, and by them a P#blick Witneſs hath been kept up againſt 
the Apoſtacy, and there hath been many Gs, and Snares laid , and T+apparns im- 
ployed to rake them, and Old As revived and publiſhed, by waich their Te/tinze- 


) ſhouldbe ad Judged T reaſon,Severall of the Faithfull Remnaxt having been Ta- 
ken and [mpriſoned,and deep Deſignes and Plots laid to take away their lives, the 


Great Apoitates having even been thi7ſt:ng for their B/ood: but ſuch hathbeen che 
Wiſdome and Over-ruleing hand of Goead,that to this day all their P/ors have been 
diſappointed,and not one of the Remmart hath ſuffered to the loſs of Life by them: 
and though thoſe now in Power, -or ſome that may Sxcceed them maybe permitted 
to come {o high as to take away the Lewes of many of Gods people , as a judgment 
from the Lord upon them for their t#r»:»g aſide from the Cauſe of Chriſt , and 
Joyning in affinity with, and perry of the Sins of Babylon, yer ſurely the Lord 
that hath hitherto, will ill preſerve rhe lives of his Faithfull Remnant m_uw Ne 

alt 
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ſhall pleaſe to keep for his $9» in this evil day 3 In former days the lives of Gods 
faithfull ones were taken away i the Enemies , when according to their own Laws 
they could nor lay ſo much to their Charge as may be Charged upon the Kemnaxt 
at this day, who according tothe Y/cked Lawes may be adjudged guilty of the 
Higheſt Treaſon in V/1tneſſing for, and Proclaiming Chriſt the King , in Oppn1- 
fition to the #ſ#rpers, and yer their lives have been , and' ill are preſerved ; and 
the reaſon I underſtand, 1s not thar theſ= al urpers are berter then the Cruel! Per- 
ſecutors in former days, bur they being in chat day when Babylon was filling up her 
meaſure, and making her (e!f Drunk with the Blood of the Saints, and theie com- 
ming upon an Apoſtacy aicer Babylons Cup was full , andthe Vengance of the Lord 
by the poxr:ng ont of his Vialls being begun upon her, though the former were per- 
mitted ro perſecute the Faithfull People of God to death, yet theſe are not ſuffer- 
ed ſo to do, becauſe the D-ſperſation 18altered : and this Work, having taken place, 
though great Tryalls and Deaths are come upon it, and a great 4 poſtac y from it : 
yet the Lord ſufters not the Work, to be ſo farr turned back as that Babylon ſhould 
drink any more of Z10ns Blood, the ſtreame being now turned upon Babylon, bur if 
Gods people abide 1», and ſhare of Babylons fins, let them not think that becauſe 
they are the People of God they ſhall eſcape her Plagnes, Rev. 18. 4. And though 
Zion muſt reward Babylon, and the Y1alls muſt come forth of the Temple, yet the 
Lord for wiſe ends, and beſt known to himſelf may permit the moſt Picked and 
greſſer part of Babylon to execute chat part of the Vengance, that is to come upon 
ſuch of his Own People,who remaine in and pertake of Babylons ſins, & thereby pre- 
vent his Ows People from doing that part of the Y York which might be unpleaſant 
ro them. | | a+ . 

There are'many Os jett:ons made againſt this Truth (to wit) That the Work, of the 
Fifth Kingdome 1s begun, ſome of them I have already occaſionally ſpoken to in the 
forementionedGroxds; Bur the great Stumbling Block that lyeth in the way of ma- 
ny, is the Apoſtacy from, and ſo the Death that is come upon this YYork, which 
makes them ready. to ſay withthe D:ſc:p/es, Luke 24. 21. Ve truſted it had been 
he, &c.. When this Cauſe was publickly own'd by the Lord in the H:gh places of 
the Field,there were many that would cry Hoſanna to the Son of David ; and with 
much rezoyceing imbrace his Cax{e;. but ſince a Death is come upon it, rhe Num- 
ber of the tre Favoxrers that publickly own it, is become very Small. When 
Chriſt was upon the Farth i# the Days of His Fleſh,ſhewing and doing great S1gnes 
and V Voxders, there were many. own'd and follow'd him ; but when he comes to 
the Judgment, Creſs, and Sepwulther, very few continued with him': ſeverall emi- 
nent Dzſciples were ſtumbled not #nderſtanding the Scriptures, till Chriſt being 
7iſen comes and opezsthem, Luk, 24, 25, 26, 27. 45. 46, and as the Diſciples 
in that, ſo many of the Profeſſing Generation in this day,are through ignorance ſur- 
priſed, not-underſtanding, or at leaſt not fo conſidering that after the Fifth Kne- 
dome hath taken place in the world , there muſt be ſuch an Apsſtacy from , and 
Death uponit 3 Now if there be an Apoftacy from a YYork, the Y/ork, mult 
needs take place before the Afoſtacy,withour which there could be no ſuch A poF ac), 
That there muſt be ſuch a Revelting from, ani Death upon the Work of this Fifth 
Kingdom, | | 
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 Confider, Firſt, The ſeveral Ti LE OnP contained in the Old Teff amerr, 
as 1ſraels coming out of Egypt to { araan, in which were many XKevo{tii:0s, 
Turnngs back,” and Deaths upon the Work, : yea Forty Years was the Tra! yon 
chem, before they came to C azaanand for ought we can hnd from the Sc:iprures, 
the Lord had not before given them, warning , or told them of this Death in the 
Wildernes,chough he had. rold them exa&tly how long they ſhould be in E gyp:,and 
given them great grounds for ſence to ſay, /s the Lord among ws ?and many might 


cry out (as at this day )JY hat Scripture ground ts there to believeythat ſuch a Death 


ſt ould come upon the Work of the Kingdom ? andif we had no more ground then 


we find rae had to expect ſuch a Death 3; yer as it was theirs, ſo it would be our 
firs after ſuch wonderful #4 orks of God as he hath wrought among us, to ſay as in 
Exod.17.7. 1s the Lord amongſt us ? or hath the Lord begun to bring us to the 
promiſed glory? though God had wrought many wonderful / Yo; ks in the fight 
of Iſrael of old, yet they underſtood not his wonders ; no doubt bur they knew 
chat ſuch things were done, bur they underſtood nor the great Deſign of God in 
them, P/al.106.7. | 

The Second 7 ypical example,is from Davids Kingdomwhich did clearly T ype 
out this Fifth Kingdom according to Luk. 1.32.1t weread r Sam.16.t0 2Sam.6. 
we may find many Deaths upon the Work, of Davids Kingdom: after it was. be- 
gun 3; F(t whilſt he was purſued by Sax/, and then after Sax/s death he obtains 
but one Tr2be to follow him for Seven years and fix Moneths, 2 $4. 2.11. 
There was War betywixt him and the Howſe of Saul long after Sams death, 
3 Sam.3.1. and in moſt of rhe time of that Seven years War, his Kingdom was 
under a great Death 3 alſo there came a great Death upon his K:ngdom, when + 
his ſon A#ſalom conſpired againſt him, and all 7/rae! from Dar to Beerſheba fol- 
lowed Abſalom, and David fled from Jeruſalem which was the Kings Seat, 
2 Sam.15.16.17. Chapters, 

The Third Typical example, is Iſraels return from the 7o.years captivity 32 
Babylon, to Jeruſalem, and their building of the Temple ; great Deaths, and [n= 
terruptions did attend that Workyboth from the enemies of J#dah who endeavoured 
tro block up the way, and from Gods own People who cryed the time is not yet 
come, though they thought it atime for themſelves to dwell zz therr cieled houſes; 
and this may be obſerved by the way, that though the enemies of J#dah by force 
did cauſe the Work to ceaſe, yer that doth not excuſe the negles and- backward- 
neis of Gods People who ought to be valiant for the Truth. Theſe things contained 
in this third Particular, being written at large in the books of Ezra, Nehemnah, 
Zechariah,and H aggai,l thal refer you to the reading and comparing of them,and 
ſhall come in the next place to cite ſome Propheſfies of Scripture which relate to 
this Fifth Kingdom,and do clearly hold forth rhat there mult be ſuch an A4poſtacy 
from,and Death upon the Work, after it hath raken place. The Firſt Scriprure 1s, 
Pſal.2.1.2.3.4.5.6. The Heathen ragezthe Kings of the earth ſet themſelves, and 
the Rulers take Conncel together againſt the Lord and againſt his Anointed,ſeving, 
let us break their banls aſunder, and caſt away their cords fromwus, &c. By the 


Bands and cords : 1 underſtand the Government, and Laws of Chyiſt ; and the 
breakzng in ſunder, or caſting off its Government and Laws, muſt needs hold 


forth 


from the Te of their L5:mg Dead, to ſhew that they cannot*be 7 wo ' 


40 | 
forth a Rebell:o» againſt, and atwrmug t & them after they had taken place in 


the World, and then the Lord doth vex then by ſetting bis King, &c. and after 
this as in verſe 8.9. Chriſt muſt have the Heathen for his inheritance, and the 


uttermoſt parts of the Earth foy his poſſeſſion, and muſt break them with a Rod of 
Iron,&c. 

The next Scripture is H46b.3.2.0 Lord revive thy Work, &c. if we conſult the 
Scope of the words,they will appear to be a Prayer for,or a Propheſie of the Lat- 
te# day Work, and doth clearly hold forth a Death to come upon tt after it hath 
been begun 3 alſo he ſaith, O Lord remember mercy, which s$ that the Work, 
and People of God at that time when this Prayer takes place , are very low ; alſo 
Pſal.g4.15. But Judgement ſhall return unto Righteouſneſs, &c. This word doth 
relate to the time of Gods coming forth in the execurion of wergearce,as the fcope 
of the Pſalm dottfmanifeſt, and ro that part of the time when Gods People are 
low, and the enemes high, as verfe 16. 4 ho will riſe up for me againſt the evil 
doers, &c, afſo verſe 20.21. Now J#4gemert being tobe underſtood) of Rnle and 
Government, and by its being with Reghteouſneſs, (I underſiand the Knle and 
Government to be upon Ch iſt; ſhomlders , (in whom alone there is 7rme Reghte- 
onſneſs) and in the poſſeſſion of the Saints for, and under him ; and by this Rule, 
and Goverriment returning to Chriſt and Ins Saizts ; mult imply, Firſt, thar ir 
hath already taken place 3 and Secondly that there is a turning, or an Apoſtacy 
From It. 

There is another Great #bjeftion or ftlumbling block that I find is laid in the ay 
at this day.about the 7 we Y/itneſſes mentioned in Rev. 11. which is this. 

Ob). That the Y Vutneſſes ave not yet ſlaingand therefore the V Vork of the Fift 
Kinglowm cannot be begun, nenher hath the Att ive diſpenſation talen place,but the 


Saints #1wſt be, ht aps, Meta y in the expettation of ſharp ſufferings , even to 
ar 


Corporal death as the fulfilling of #err S$tuy; 
 Anſw. Firſt, 1f it ſhould be granteds hh) 
2 #:follow ng thing be conlidered,it 


accompliſhed in this 1/land 3 yet If theteAie®:£c 
will rarher confirm the 7r=th,viz. that the Fa Zagnn,then prove a Stumbliy 
Block in the way of it , And the Firſt thing,: is, Wage the VFVitneſſes are, 66. 
what their 7 Ne 153 ahd 7 he Second; what their Saying is, 

To the firſt, If the Scriptures be weighed, the Y Vrirneſſes cannot be underitood 


I $lajing of the V Vitzeſſes mult be 
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rceither-can.they he underRood of the « ' OP of the Jewes, and the Church of 
the Gentiles as 7 wo Giltinet C hwrchkes 3 Firſt, becauie ever ſince Johns Dayes 
che Church of the Jews, as a ( þurch, have been cat eff, and-not-in-a capecity of 
bearing VV enejs for Chriſt, Secondly when they thall be Called, they-are not 
to Come in as adiftinit Church; bur both Jew,and Gentile,bging all One in Chriſt, 
makes but one Goſpel Church 3 but they muſt be underftood of the Fanbfel 
Peopleof Gol, who through his Spirit are kept alive in a Teſtzmmmny far Chriſt, 
againſt Antichriſt,quring the time of the Beaſts Re: £72} That the People of God 
orſuch of them as are kept alive by him are his '/:tneſes ſee 1[ar.q3.ip. Chap. 
44.38. And they are .here called to ; Forſt becauſe.ewo according to Scripture, 
1s a competent Number for V/itneſs; and Secondly their Teſtimony is two 
fold; , viz. for the Mag:ſtracy , and 'the Mrmſtry of Chrift, againſt the 
C:wil, and Eccleſiaſtical Part of Babylon, or Antichriſt, theſe being the grear 
Truths Witneſſed too, and contended for.by thoſe that bave-been -enlohtned and 
kept alive for Chrift ; and alo rhe Truths which ,Anturhrift hath mot firuckat, 
and endeavoured ever {mce his Revgy to Race Out (if poſſible > from the Ece of 
-the Earth, that ſo Himſelf might Reign alone 3 Ms PEnpeont with -the Two 
Anormed \Ones (to-wit) Joſhua, and Zerubbabel, the Hrgh-Prieſt -aad the Go- 
vernour, Zech 4.11. To the Secondthing (viz) the Slaymng. Itmulteicher be a 
Spiritual, or a Corporal $laymg 3 It cannothe a Gorporal Slaying 3 Forſt,becauſe 
they were ſo Sian m the time of - their Propheſee 19: Gorkebek dine this .S/aying 
being diſtinguiſhed, -and: taking place-when they have S»:ſhed therr p40 A 
pears to be ſuch a Saying as they did nor partake of before ; 2/y. Ir cannot; 
a Corporall $1aying becauſe their ' Dead: Bodzes hem the ſtreets three Dayes mand 
* Half, which muſt be Prophetiog! Dayes , w. Day f0r a; 7 ear: For the aRejoycing and 
ſending of Grfts to one-another, :carmot;be Accemplifht in ſo many natural. Rexes, 
and if 1t mult be Tears, then the S$44y:ng cannot be Corpors/, fornonemay-ſup- 
poſe that ſuch Dead Badies ſhould /:e ſo long wn the fbreets. 3dly. it:cannothe a 
Corporal $laying, If we conſider the /Reſurreftion of them, for it-is not -the 
natural /ife or ſþrr:t, that emters 1#to: thews, but the :S peret of fe» from God-; 
and if 1rbe conſidered that there iS/þace of Trae in which they-are S4a3:48, and 
alſo a Trme of their Ring and' Standingarpon therr Feet, -before they are Canght 
a#p'to Heaven into the Throne of Gevernment, endboth may be :diftivguiſhed 
from the Three Years anda Half of their Ly:ng Dead, and thar the '/Lond-yvho 
neverJeaves:Himſelf withour 1ztneſſe-will keep a Remnant alive to Beer;up his 
Name and Trath, even whilt the //:tzeſſecare-faid ro Lie Dead mw the Streets 
:of the Great City, or Territories of Babylonwhich in Rev.1l7;x8, is Called The 
Great ( ity, and their Saying being ſp171t#al, and not Corporal, -15 moſt hikely.to 
rake place afrer Ged:hatlnbegun to :Keward Babylon ; If 'this I fay be conſidered, 
why may nor this Trya/ that 15 Come.upon the V/Hork at this Day, and -the [þe- 
ritual ſlaughter that is come upon thoſe that have been Y /rneſſes for Ghrye 
agree-with,and in a great meaſure-anfiyer tothe 'Slaying of the /Pyrneſſes : "For 
as hath been ſhewed, the Lord ſuffers not Babylon: ro drank; ruorevf Z 19ns. Blacd, 
decauſehe hath begun ro[Reward Her. 'Andas to the exrraordinary. things - that 
the 1itneſſesare ſaid to have Power to Do, in ſhutting Heaven, and [miting the 


. Earth,8c, lunderſtand that ic holds forth their Prevalercy with God — 
"4 Fait 
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Faith and Prayer, not that we muſt _—_ LAN thoſe ſeveral things to be done 
inthe Letter, forit is not ſaid that they hall do them, but they have Powerto do 
them Verſe 6, and no doubt but the Lords People that have been kept Faithful 

for him, have had Power as Princes to prevaile with him for Great Things, and he 
hath anſwered them 6y terrible things in Righteouſneſſe, Pſal, 65. 5. Bur I ſhall 
{ay no more to this Objettion , Though there are ſeveral other Objett;ons againſt 
the YVVork of the Lord, as it hath taken place in this Nation, I ſhall nor further 1n- 
6ſt upon them, being much perſwaded thar the Day of the Reſarrettioz of it is 
very near, in which God will wonderfully anſwer the Doxbts and Objettions of his 
Own People, and will fop the Mouths of Gain-ſayers,and Cloth the Enemies of his 
Son with ſhame , while the Children of Zton ſhall be rejoycing in their King, and 

ſinging Hoſanna to the Son of David, upon whom alone the Crows ſhall flauriſh, 
Pſal. 132.18. 

I ſhall nor add more in this Matterghaving ſpoken to the Several General Heals; 
But from what hath been laid down of the ork, and the Apoſtacy from it, The 
Officers and Souldrers of the Army by keeping their Places under Cromwell and 
the reſt of the Apoſtates in the Apofacy, and not openly umproving their Powey 
ro the hazzard of their all for Chr; ( who had formerly owned them ) againſt the 
ApoFt ates wicked #ſurpatiox, but declaring and improving their Power for the 

 ApoZt acy againſt C hr:ſt, (whoſe Cauſe they had engaged ro own) they became 

ewlry of Cromwels Abominations and the others that have Succeeded in the A po- 
ſtacy: and comparing their Solemn Oaths, Covenants, Engagements and Declarati- 


0:5, made by them ar their firſt raking up of Arms, and at the New Model of the 


Army in 45, and at Naſeby, Triplo-Heath, Albanes, Putney and VV ndſer : Alſo 


at their March to Scotland, when they went to engage in that Yar, andat Muſ- 


clebrough,and Dunbar in Scotland, when they were brought very low, alſo ar 
FVYorceſter, and in the late War in [reland, and afrer YYorceſter, In their So- 
lemndaies of Prayer at Jameſes; immediatly beforg the breaking up of the Parlia- 
ment, with many other Solemn dates of Prayer : All theſe with many more Ex- 
gagements, which are beſt known to God and their Own Soxls, being compared with 
their late Aberrations in turning afide with Cromwel,and engaging and (tanding by 
the Apoſtacy, and ſerring up R:ich. Cromwel the Son of the ApoFF ate, 1t is plain 
and manifeſt to all (that are not blinded through partakzng with the Apoſtacy, or 
do not willfully ſhut their eyes, or through Careleineſs or fearfulneſs , look nor 
afrer theſe things ) That rhe Officers and Soxl/drers of the Army, with others who 
have kept rheir P/aces in the ApoZt acy are deeply Guilty, 

Firſt, Of Treachery in betraying the Caxſe of Chr:/t, and the Liberty of the 
Natioz which is abundantly wrapped up therein. | 

Secondly, Of doing Injury and Yiolexce to Jeſws Chriſt, by withſtanding 


and interrupting his Geverzment in the Hands of his People, in the Little 


embly. 
The 7, Ofthe higheſt #ſ#rpation, in Owning and Standing by Cremwell, in his 


#rping the very T hrone of Chriſt. 


© Foxrthly, They are Guilty of Theft' or Rebery, in not only Robbing Con 
as 
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(as much as in them lay) of his Throze, and God of tis Ghory, but the Nati” 
on of its Treaſure, by forcing from chem Taxes, E xciſeand C uſtomes, to maintain 
the Apoſtacy « For though it may be lawful ina Lawfsl Magiſtracy to Raiſe 
Aoxey in the Nation, rodo the Nation ſervice, yet 1t 1s Robbery and Oppreſ(- 
fron for a #ſurper thar ſers himſelf both againſt God and the Nation, to impoſe 
Taxes upon them. . t 

Fifthly, They are guilty of Blood : the Cauſe and Intereſt of Jews Chriſt which 

hath been a foot amoneft us, being the only G round to Juſtifie, and clear the - 
ſtruments imployed inthe War, from the Gwz/t of the B/oo4 that hath been ſhed 
therein, and alſo of the Blood of the late King and his Noebles, whoſe Heads were 
taken off ; the Army and thoſe thar have been engaged in the Y/Yar, and are fince 
curned aſide in the Apoſtacy,to the Diſowning and caſting off the Canſeof Chriſt, 
muſt needs bring the G#lt of the Blood upon themſelves. 

Sixthly, They are guilty of the breach of Oaths, and Covenants, and of Lying 
both to God and Man. 

Seventhly, They are guilty of the Perſecuting, [mpriſoning, and Baniſhing the 
People of Ged, who through free grace have been kept from the Apoſtacy, and 
helped ro Witneſs for the Righteous Cauſe of Chriſt againſt it, and although 
Cromwel and his Councel,had the greateſt hand in the Apoſtacy : yer the Army in 
ſtanding by them, and patting their Commands in 'Execution, carrying the: Saints 
ro, and keeping them in Pr;/ens, and that with much He:ghth and Rage of Spirit, 
are :»volved iny and become Gmz/ty of,the Evils with Cronwel. 

Eighthly, Through this A poſtacy, they are fallen into, and have embodyed 
themielves with Babylon, or the Antichriſtian State, and have made themſelves 
as a Prop to the Whor:ſh falſe Charch,and did manifeſt this by ſetting up Tryers 
for Babylons Mimfters, and Keeping up. the #»:verſities or Schools of Antichrist, 
and Tythes which is Baby/ons Maintenance, and alſo Baby/ons Lawes, and Conrts, 
and many ſuch like Abominations,have been and are kept up by Cromwel and thoſe 

' that have ſucceeded him in the Apoffacy,through the Power of the Apoſtatiſing Ar- 

77, without which they could nor ſtand, and ſo the Gm/t of theſe Evz/s falls upon 
| the Arm); theſe things not being done in a Cormer, but Pabliclky rranſated in 
the Face of theS##, and the moſt of them being Publiſhed in Print to the World 

I ſhall not take up time to infilt mote upon Partitulers, inthe opening the Szzs 

| of the Officers and Souldrers of the Army 3 the moſt of theſe Great Ewils being 

| acted by the Army, as a CompaRt Body, (how ever ſome particular Perſons may 
| think ro'excuſe themſelves )'the Gmls (and except the Lord gives repentance ) 

; the Judgments dne to theſe Abomrnations, is like to fall upon'the Sk:rrs of thoſe 

| that have gone along in the $zs, though they have nor: been the Lea 1e-s, bur the 

Followers; When Iſrael did Sz, and were Led into it by ſome particular Perſons, 

yet they as a People embodyed rarnng aſide, the Judgment was General that came 

upon them, as inthe Matter of the Afolton Calf, Exod, 32. Aaron was the greac 
ranſgreſſor, as Verſe 25. yet all thar-did not Separate and come to Moſes, were 

n danger of the Seroke, as Verſe 26, 27. When bur Hezekzah '2 Chron. 32. 35; 

ad finned, Judah and Jers{alem being embodjed with him, the Wrath comes upon 

nemzas well as on him 3 Jeho/haphar was nor the Ringleader in going to the Barte! 
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4at Ramith-Gilead with Ahab,neither was the [York in it ſelf unlawful,for Ramoth 
:Glead did of right belong to: Tſraci,and was kept from them by the Kg of Syria, 
yet bur: for , joyning with Ah4> who was turned from the Lord, Jehoſhaphat was 
ſharply reproved by the Prophet,and eſcaped very narrowly with bis Life and wrath 
from the Lord was upon him. See 2 Chro.18.1.31.Ch,19.2.And though many poor 
Creatures have maniteſted Grief, and Spoke againſt Crowwel and others thar were 
the Champions in the Apoſtacy, and yet have kept their P/aces either in the Army 
or elſewhere under it, and have not Separated from, nor improved their Power 
againlt it, will (as may be feared) be found-in the day of Dec;/ron, helpers of the 
Mghty againſt the Lord, //her | Ifa. 3 1.2 3. ] he that helpeth and him that is 
-holpen ſhall fall together, Then ſhall ye know , Num. 16. 30, that this people have 
greatly provoked the Lord ; If rhe Congregation obſerved not the Command Verſe 
26. to depart from the Tents of thoſe wickedmen, and touch nothing of theirs, thay 
were like to be conſumed With them. And if they muft be Curſed Judges 5. 28. 
that Come not to the help of the Lord againſt the Might) :How ſhall thoſe eſcape that 
help the Mighty 'againit the Lord. Andit Jeremiah Chap.15.would 'not fit in the 
Congregation of Iſrael, but rather Szt alone , how {hall rhoſe think ro Eſcape, 
Fa Sity.and Att in the midtt of thoſe which not only Mock, at, but have Be- 
trayed the Cauſe of Chriſt, and ſet themſelves againſt the Lord ? 

Having been much larger upon thele things then I did-expeR , I have for. brevi- 
ty fake,omitred ſeyerall things that relate to this Latter day / ork. -as alſo the 
ſpeaking to ſeverall Objettions, which I defire thoſe that. ſeek, for Knowledg.as for 
bid Treaſarezway waite upon the Lord for 4rnſwers:thereunto ; and as: tor the 
Cavillers, Tam nor carefull to Anſwer them, bur ſhall leave ir to the. Day of De- 
'C1fron, and Revivall of ihe Lords York. ; 

; And now to Conclude the whole, I ſhall-preſent ro the true Favourers of this 
Deſpiſed Cauſe of Chriſt, ſome Conſiderations by way of direftion , and the Lord 
owe them-an-under{ianding in all things. » why 

The Firſt Thing, is, To be much in'Faith and Prayer for the Avo:nting which 
as hath been ſhew'd is Reſerved for , and Promiſed to this Y York , and withour 
which the Y York will nor be accompliſhed, bur thorough the A-0:»t:xg it muſt be 
done, 

The Second Thiyg is,to be-much in Looking after, Calling to mind, Prizing and 
Feeding upon the Y/orks of God,which he hath YYrowght wthe Mid ſt of ws, and 
comparing thoſe Y Yorks with the Promiſes, Propheſies and Types of the Latter 
da). TL ney 
The Third Thing, is, Tobe Eying,and Reachizg after, the underſtanding of the 
Glory of this Fifth; Kring:ome, and to be Talking of the Power of God , by waich 
the /York muſt be accomplithed, 

The Foxrth Thing, is, Tobe much in the Confideration, of whar Chr:/# hath 
donefor their $oxls in the [heddrng of his Petros Blood: to Redeem thein from 


Hell, andbring them to-G oxy, and that this: F;fth+K1ingdome is givertto Chrif 


as a Reward to, and the Deſert of,what'he hath Doe and Suffer'afor them. 
The Fifth Thing, is, To be giveing.unto Chriſ# the Chief Seat in ,' and Sole Go 
wveryment over their own Scuils, that ſoin all thwos they maybe Conformas le ny 
| ] 
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him) having their Conver [at 015.19 Heaven, as thoſe that ate Lookirg-for.z aud ha- 
ſtemng to,the G lorsous Things which are to be 67 ought forth in the. Latter Day., 
2 Pet. 11. 14: 
"The Si xt Thing, is, To Come forth of,, and Seperate from,whole Babylon, in all 
| the Parts and Branches of 1t, and all the Parts of the Late A poſtac 'Y.z upon which 
Gods diſpleaſure hath beenand 1s eminently Manifeſted ; and O that both my Se/f 
and all that Love Jeſus Chr:/t,and have in Days paſt rauched with the nnclean thi ng, 
may obraine ſuch Repentance from the Lord,as to be Spared and H1d in this Day 
of bi feirce Anger, when he is comming forth , and making himſelf Known by the 
Jadoments which he Execmteth : and as Neah found Grace,and Lot obtained Aer- 
cy, by which they were delivered from thoſe Judgments that were Fxecmted in 
their Day : ſothoſe that muſt be Saved for the K:rg in this Day » muſt be ſaved 
thor Grace and Mercy 3 and ſeeing we ſtand by Faith , let us not be high- 
minded, but feare : and in this of Seperatzon, let it nor ſufhce to Seperate from rhe 
Nationall Falſe C harch, and the #/wrpers of the C:v1ll Power , in all the Parts of 
their #ſur pation, and the Apsſtatrſing Army , by which the #ſxrpati0» hath been 
E:couraged and Mpheld, and from alt Theſe that have Kept, and do Keep Places 
under the Apoſtacy, or have been T vrned ozt and not Keperted of their $11; Bur 
alfs from all thoſe Churches or Congregations , that have not Bern their Teſtt= 
mony againft, bur Contrariwiſe Fallex in with, and = xceuraged the Apoft acy , Cir 
ther by Addreſſing to, or Standing by T boſe that have ſo Betrayed the Cauſe of 
Chrift, or by Keeprug Communion 1n the Ordizances of C hrii# n the Chnrch with 
tboſe that have Szood by and Kept Places under the Apoſtacy, by which thoſg 
Charhes have brought upon 7 hemſelves the Guilt of, and are become Pa: takers 
F with other mens Sins, Contrary to 1 7 :. 5.22. And have Swfere | Sin to lyg 
upon their Brother, contrary t Lev. 19. 17. And have dee; ly not only Toxched , 
h but Embraced the Unclean thing, contrar;” to 20 or, 6. 17. And haye not depart- 
| ed fromthe Tents of thoſe Wicked men, acco-cing to Numb. 16.26. Nor bien Yar 
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liant for the Truth, as Jer. 9. 3. Nor ſtood up for the Lori againſ} the evil lcers 
according to Pſal.g4. 16. And have not frowned u-on thoſe Members that hayg 
d made themſelves Vild thorougn the Apo/tacy, 1 Sam 3. 13. But hive 14ſtifled 
oy the 7 ranſgreſſors, and ſaid to the Apoſtates yea are Righteons, Pro. 17. 15. chap. 
24.24. They have nor T arned away from the Traytors, as the” ought to hayg 
done according to 2 Tim. 3, 4s 5. bur have had fellow/hip with the nnfra:'tfull 
he Works of Darkneſs, and nor rep: oved them,comrary ro * ph. 5. 11, andb' all theſe 
oÞ Scriptures thoſe Charches that have ſo Turned afide wi:h the A voſtasy , have 
ol greatly Sinned againſt the Lord ; and as a further A 4dtionto the:e -vills , ſeyer 
oh rall of the E/ders and Leading Perſons of the Baptized Congregations in London, 
have ſer forth a Very vil D-claration, hearing Dare the 12th of the noch 
 CMoneth, 1659. whichas apperres b the Title compared with the ' o#ſcr1pr,they 
would have it be underſiood ro coinprehend the Ju gmex? of rhe General:ty of the 
Baptized People; and alrhough many Things in tha Declaration is Manifeltly con- 
traditory both to the Ju1gment and Praft/ſe, of not only the Gereraliry of the 
Bartized People, but even of Severall of ' hsſe whoſe Hands xe toi, and the 
F.2:1s of theie Perſons made Obw104s te the h orld : yes phe Churches ro Whom 


they 


| (46) | 
they Relate have not Dealt with them, 1. rather J/f;fied them in thoſe Evills , 
by which they become Partakers with them in thoſe Sis ; and now thoſe Churches 
being G»:{ry of the Evils before mencioned, it is the Dat of the Lords Faithfull 
Kemnant, whole eyes are open to ſee thele Ewils, after all due meanes that accor- 
ding to Rule hath be2n #ſed for their Recovery, to Withdraw their Communiex and. 
Seperate from thoſe Churches, according to 2 Theſ. 3. 6. 14. Withdraw from eve- 
ry Brother that Walks Diſorderly. 

It 1s not the Church,or the Greater Number of Perſons in that Church (if they 
Walk Diſ(orderly,)chac will exempt rhem from the Ceſare due to the Sin 3 When 
the Church of 1ſrael turnedaſide from the Lor.:Jeremiah(though a Single Perſon) 
Seperates from them and Sets alone, chap. 15. 17. and the Lord doth ſo far ap- 
prove of that Action of his, as that in Verie 19. he ſaith, Let them return to thee, 
but return not thou unto them: Alſoin Exod. 32. 26. When 1[rael had ſinned aud 
turned afide from the Lord in the Matter of the Molton Calf, Moſes ſtood i the 
| Gate of the Camp and ſaid, Who us on the Lords ſide, let him come unto me. Inthe 
forementioned place of 2 Tm. 3. 4. 5. Timothy though a fingle perſon, is com- 
mended tO turn away from the Evil Doers, and no doubt if a hole Charch come 
under-the Gx:/t of thoſe Evils there mentioned, Timothy is not to abide with 
them becauſe they are a Church,there being no ſuch Limitation in the Command, 
bur from ſuch he mult t#r» away.l have formerly thought that a Particular Member 
might not Separate from a Chyrch, till thorough fintheir CardleFick was taken 
away,but-after waiting upon the Lord & much ſearching the Scriptures,and through 
many Tryalls bearing my Bardes, I have ſeen,thar according to Rule, as there is a 
difference berwixt the Y//tharawing from, and the Cutting off of a Member : (0 
chere is a difference betwixt the Withdrawing from & the '{nchurching of aChurch; 
and as a Charch may Withdraw from a Brother without Cutting him off, or Coun- 
ting-him as a Heathen or a Publican, but (ill to admomſh him as a Brother, 2 The. 
3.15. {0a Brother for $i committed by a Church, may withdraw from them, 


and yet not count them as Heathens and Publicans ; and though YVYithdrawng 


be an Authoritative Aft, as is alleadged, yet the Amthority doth not of neceſſity 
re(t with the Greater Number, but with Trath,.and where Trath # there 1s the 
Authority of Chriſt, Math. 16. 18. Chriſt doth not Build his Church upon the 
Number, but upon the Trath which was with Peter, when he ſaid, Tho art Chr: ſ# 
the Son of the Living Gol. 

I know it is objected, That 1» ſeveral of the Seven Churches in Afia (mentioned 
Rev. 2. and 3. Chapters) though there was a great ms afide, yet there were 
ſome kept faithful even in thoſe Places where the Churches were turned aſide, 
ani we do nt find that they were commanded to Separate. 

The Anſwer to this is Twofold, Firſt, That though in Sardis and Thyatyra, 


which are (as I think ) the only Charches that canbe inſtanced in this Matter, there | 


were ſome:kept Fa'thful even in thoſe Places , it will nor follow, that becaule 
they were in Sardss and Thyatira, which were the Places in which thoſe C harches 
were, and theſe Faithful! Ones were written to by John, that therefore they Were 
in Communion with thoſe that had rarnel aſide from the Lord. 


And Secondly, Though we do not tind they are exprefly commanded tO With 
r 
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draw if they were in Communion by the & ies that were written to them, yer 
it was ſuſhcient that there were ſuch Axles laid down in the Scripture which Rates 
they ought to look to, for there were ſeveral Chxrches thar were written to by the 
Apoſtles, and no mention wade in the Epſtles either of Baptiſm, Breakzryg of 
Bread, and ſeveral other Ord: ances 3 bur it will not therefore follow that thote 
Ordinances oyght not firifly tobe obſerved by them, according, to other Scr;- 
fHres. 
eF The Laſt thing that I ſhall preſent to thoſe that are Waiting for the Reſur- 
rettion of the Canſe, 1s , to be giving up Themſelves and their All to the Seryice 
of Chriſt the K»g, accounting it a very great mercy if he ſhall Accept of F and 
_ Imbargue them with all their Concermments, in the Bottom with that Deax Caſe, 
' that ſo they may be Wartrng at his Foot, till he ſhall Ariſe #up to the prey,and 
| blow the 7 7#mpet giving them the Ford of Command to gird ontheir Swords and 
: Follow him.1n the Revival of his Werk, and the further Execution of the 
: Judgements written; in which Day they ſhall undoubtedly Reap the bleſſed Fruit 
of All their Labour, Service, and Tryals, that they either have, or may yer fur- 
' ther undergo for him. JU» dae Jeaſon we ſhall reap-3f we faint not, Gal. 6.9. 
T hey that ſow in Tears, (hall reap tn Joy, Pſal,\126.5. Thine eyes ſhall ſee the 
King 1# his Beanty, Iſai, 33.17. Let the Children of Zion be joyful in their 
King, Pſal.149.2. Let them ſhout for joy and be glad, that favour my Righte- 
teous Canſe, Pſal. 35.27, Andirt ſhall be ſaid in that.day, Lo this our God we have 
waited for him, we will be glad and rejoyce in his ſalvation, Iai.25.9. 
And thus I have according to the Meaſure of Light received, Preſented unco 

T hee, with the reſt of my Friends in Communion with thee that are Waiting for 
the Coming of Zens King , my Ungerſtanding in theſe Matters of the Fifth 
Kingdom : and I defire bur ſo much favour from you as Pax! obtained fro.n the 
Bereans, and when you have ſeriouſly Werghed the ſeverel Things contained in 
this Ep:/tle, in the Ballance of the Santtrary + wherein I may aprear to be in the 
Dark, or Miſtaken about theſe Great Matters, be Earneſt with the Lord tor me, 
chat my A4:ſtakes may be reftified and my Judgement rightly [nformed,for I defire 
I may not through Erroxr ſerve the Deſign of Satan, Bur that I may by the Sp1i- 
rit of che Lord be led nts all Truth, and ſo ſerve my Dear Loyd Jeſus Chriſt 
who Loved me a Vid Wretch, and ſhed his Precious Blood for me + and if you re- 
ceive any Benefit by theſe Things, let Chriſt my King bear the Gloyy according 
ro J[at 22,24. Zeen. 6.13, Ana now Ffſhall Commit you, with rheſe T h1#gs to 
the Bleſſing of the Lordgand Cloſe with that Word in 2 Tim. 2.7. Conſider what 7 
[ay,and the Lord give thee underſtanding in all Things, 


I re vain through grace-t/y R- ot her 
aud Servert in the Kingdom an.l 
Patience of Chriſt, 
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" YEveral Friends having Knowledge of this Ep:f#le, and earneſily defirin 
Copies of it, more then could well be Tra»ſcribed; I have for them an 


7, 


Others of my Friends both in City and Conntrey, Cauſed ſeveral of them 

tobe Printed 3 But conſidering my own Weakneſs, and the many Books 
that have been P«bl:ſhed about theſe Matters, I have not been willing to Pub- 
{:(þ this to the World , but only. to preſent it to ſuch of my Acquarntarce that 
Love the Lord Jejus 11 fincerity,ſome of them being far Remote inthe County 5, 
that I cannot as yet viſit thems,and Others in ſuch Charches, where by Reaſon of 
ny ' Judement , and Teſtimony, in theſe Matters of the Fifth Kingdom, Iam 
debarred of my Liberty of Preaching to them 3 and the Lord make this Service 
( ſo far as it ſhall really appear tobe for his Glory and their Good) Acceptable 
and Sxcceſsful ro them. 
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